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~ MARITIME UNION WORKS WITH GESTAPO 





Small Nations 
Need England’s, 
U.S.’ Protection 


By WILLI SCHLAMM 

Maybe Hitler did not know a year ago, when 
he proposed to Fraeulein Stalin, that the bulk 
of the dowry would be paid in the Western 
hemisphere. Anyhow, what Hitler now gets 
back is many times the betrothal gifts Stalin 
received from the fuechrer in Europe. As com- 
pared with the services Stalin’s family con- 
nections in North and, especially South America 
will render to the Nazi plan for penetration of 
this hemisphere, the poor slices Stalin was 
allowed to cut from Europe’s poorest countries 
are next to nothing. That both sides are giving 
away 'iberally what belongs to others is habit 
in their circles. 

So far as France was concerned, the Nazis 
knew in advance the value of the French Com- 
munists’ cooperation with the German army: 
being a nation of genuinely libertarian tradi- 
tion, France could be pushed into defeatism in 
the face of German aggression only by a propa- 
ganda which smelled, at least from far, like 
social revolution and deep concern for the plain 
people’s welfare. The French Communists really 
accomplished what the most skillful combina- 
tion of Nazi propaganda and autocratic French 
Fascism never could have done—France’s col- 
lapse at her very base. But what we can ex- 
pect now in both Americas, surpasses by far 
the French masterpiece. 

Nazis Studied 
America 

Applying a truly scientific approach in all 
matters of demoralizing propaganda, the Nazis 
have studied the American scene thoroughly 
enough to discover that straight Nazi activity 
has almost no chances in both Americas: this 
part of the world was so definitely infiltrated 
by an unceasing search for national and indi- 
vidual liberty, that it is almost invulnerable if 
attacked by an undisguised philosophy of serf- 
dom and utter Prussianism. 
friend Ignazio Silone observed in one of his 
masterly books, must be presented to Americans 
as the most dependable device for the safe- 
guarding of democracy—or not at all. Liberalism 
is so genuinely the essential part of America’s 
heritage, national pride so unquestionably the 
Leitmotiv of South America’s political history, 
that the unadulterated teachings of Alfred 
Rosenberg and Julius Streicher are positively 
out of the race on this side of the world. Here's 
the point where Stalin comes in; he has a few 





Fascism, as my 


burglar’s keys for doors firmly closed against 
Hitler. 
The Nazis may bribe this or that South 


American politician—but they have nothing to 
offer to the plain peoples in Mexico or Cuba. 
Dr. Goebbels may charm this or that American 
socialite—but there is no direct way from his 
Propaganda Ministry to New York or Kansas 
or San Francisco. In both Americas the Nazis 
need translators of particular skill: fellows who 
know how to flavor totalitarian cookies with 
the taste of liberalism and national inde- 
pendence—chaps who are trained experts in 
selling foreign under fake American 
labels. A “want” ad which exactly suits the 
crew of Stalin’s old-established 
you have already noted. 
Nazis to 
Create Fronts 

This writer ventures to predict a big  busi- 
ness for the manufacturers of stationery all 
both Americas. During the next months. 
hundreds of new “Leagues,” “Committees.” 
“Congresses” and “News will 
impressive letter paper. There will be, 
some “League Against Dollar Imperialism” 
(called, probably, by that strange American 
love for abbreviation, L.A.D.I.), a “Committee 
for the Independence of Mexico” (interchange- 
ably: Cuba, Panama, Bolivia, Peru, and all 
that), a “Congress for the Protection of South 

(Continued on Page Seven) 
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you bet, 


By Charles Yale Harrison 
Complicity between Nazi Germany and Soviet Russia in international affairs is paralleled in the National Maritime 
Union where nearly 2,000 German-born, pro-Nazi seamen, many of them strong-arm members of the German-American 
Bund, work in loyal cooperation with the Communist leaders of the NMU. 
Last week the United States merchant marine, second line of the nation’s naval defense, was shown to be honeycombed 

by agents of the Communist International’s espionage and sabotage network now operating in this country. 
An incriminating example of this complicity between Nazi and Communist members of the maritime union is con- 
tained in the files of the United States Maritime Commission in a report describing a riot that occurred in Buenos Aires 


last June 17. 


e . . . . . i - . , ° 
According to officers of the S.S. Brazil, an American Republics liner, Bund and Communist members of the ship’s crew 
assembled in a waterfront bar in the Argentinian port and taunted several 





Challenge to Mr. Curran 
_ DEVELOP MARINE LEADERS 
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FUNDS RAISED WERE USED TO TRAIN PARTY MARITIME 
C.P. AGENTS AT A CAMP NEAR BEACON, N. Y. 


NMU chief, 
has used the 
time - worn 
rebuttal of “Forgery.” This has been a favorite Communist Party tactic 
... the idea being to deny all accusations and then face supporting docu- 
mentary evidence with the simple cry of Fake! 

In last week’s edition of The New Leader, Mr. Harrison made charges 
which in normal times would require government investigation. But this 
is a more crucial period. More drastic action is necessary. For the first 
time in its short history the United States faces a threat oi annihilation 
from within, as well as from Nazi Germany. The National Maritime Union 
is in a strategic position. With such sufficient strength has it placed Com- 
munist agents inside the American Merchant Marine, Joe Curran now feels 
cocky enough to boast that he can control shipments of munitions to and 
from this country. 

Mr. Curraf has tenaciously followed every twist in Communist Party 
line. When that line demands immediate, effective sabotage of America’s 
merchant marine, Mr. Curran is in a position to be consistent. 

The documents now in Mr. Harrison’s possession are genuine. Some 
of them are in Mr. Curran’s handwriting, others are receipts, minutes, 
secret codes, C.P. instructions and blueprints. 

The New Leader challenges Mr. Curran to accept the decision of a 
competent, impartial tribunal before whom we are ready to present four 
case loads of documents. We challenge Mr. Curran to appear and deny, 
before competent handwriting experts, that the letters quoted by Mr. 
Harrison are not authentic. We are willing to prove the validity of these 
documents beyond any shred of doubt. There are scores of prominent labor 
arbiters whose honesty and objectivity are unimpeachable. We are ready 
to appear before any one of these selected by Mr. Curran and his colleagues. 

Mr. Curran must now prove to the American public that the NMU 
is not part of the Comintern’s apparatus here. Otherwise the public, the 
State Department and the labor movement must do what it can to take 
the strategic seamen’s union out of Moscow’s hands. If this fails, all 








| American defense efforts will be negated. 


lan, Bund, Coughlin 
nite to Battle F.D.R. 


By VINCENT ROGERS 

This country is about to witness one of the strongest political combinations it 
has experienced in its 39 presidential elections. The anti-Catholic, cross-burning 
Ku Klux Klan recently declared its brotherhood with the German-American bund and 
all its affiliates and friendly organizations, which in turn means the Christian 
Mobilizers and the Christian Front. This liaison even further, since the 
Christian Mobilizer leader and congressional candidate Joe McWilliams has been 
officially endorsed by Father Brophy, who with Father Curran of the Catholic Truth 


e Christian Front. The objective 
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* . a ol tl Parone ae melange will be the de- 
Conscien tious Objectors, Job GOP. wet . he e rack the solid ancatl oe 
have KKK cooperation, observers learned this 








Imperial Wizard Colescott denuded 

















4 e week, as 

rolection Discussed by Senate the Klan by ordering the abandonment of hoods 

3 and robes and launched a drive for respecta- 

rAQ TOT AA ‘ ore , bilits ow he hopes to reconcile this with his 
WASHINGTON, D. C.—The bewildering pace at which the idea of universal ier Leta Bund partnership, rn question 
military training and the speed of actual drafting of the conscription measure has for his publicity men to work out. Obviously the 
been flashing before the public’s eye has led to many doubts and confusions as to acuiect oes roblem has ah anti-Semitic 
the effects of the bill on the youth of the country. : : “3 ae o a - ¢ tg Be sates tesciataee 
One question can definitely be answe-ed. Provision will be made for conscien- The Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League last 
tious objectors—definitely for objectors on religious grounds—and these will be advised J. Edgar Hoover of plans to 
trained for non-combatant servic« , as in Britain. —__—— ; pas | the Bund and the 
and not for fighting duty. nstated without loss of seniority at the end of K KK on August 18 at 
The dominant questions raised many em- lis service period. Some employers—The A. T c amp Nordland, Andover, 
ployees are: will y lose their seniority and & T. is one—are studying plans to make up t New Jersey. A huge “Am r- 
pay ratings when they leave their jobs for mili- employees the difference between army pa icanization Fally is planned 
tary service? Will tl y get their jobs back if -$21 a mont for privates and t Y e ae oar sre date. If Poe: 
they want them when their year of service is normal civiliar earnir The cases evel tions can oe made on the 
completed? Will they lose their benefits under are bound to be rare past records of such gather- 
industrial insurance and company retirement It should be noted that under the law there a. 20,000 Bunds- 
plans? —s are no exemptions. There are only postpone twee will be present, no 
One provision of the bill tentatively approved ments or “deferments” for people with essential ibt joined an the fe stivi- 
in the Senate Committee would make it an unfair jok dependants, defectives and conscientious —_ by some thous and ol 
labor practice under the National Labor Rela- objectors Klansmet It is expected 
tions Act for an employer to refuse to rehire a Sentiment In Congress is gaining a wa attack on th 
man who has left his job for military service. berg yp i vi ntar nlistment Loosey it campaign will 
This applies only to firms engaged in inte rstate A ) r pre . 1 f Henry Wallace b ee iched the re. The ar 
commerce. In all cases where an employee is r eal This sub- rangements a a nands of Dr. Young, 
drafted, an employer will have the opportunity yropos vould also set r pa} Klan in the New Jersey 
to appear before the local board to protest the scales for enlistments, for—as the author points W in Im Kunze, August 

drafting of any man considered necessary for the out—the attractive officer’s pay has always as Kohler. 

maintenance of his plant. stimulated more applications than needed, and a ries the underground cam- 
Some unions have already obtained agree- living scale commensurate with civ li low the Mason Dixo 
ments with employers stipulating that any em- would be an attractive inducement for enlist- > receives the probably un- 


ployee called for military service shall be re- 





ments in the ranks, (Continued on Page Seven) 


of the crew of a British vessel by shouing: “Your turn is next!” 
Fists flew, chairs and bottles were thrown, while the fight rapidly took 


on the proportions of a riot. 


Outnumbered two to one, the Britishers were getting the worst of it until 
the crew of the U.S.S. Quincy, an American destroyer then in port, came to 


their assistance. Several participants in the brawl were seriously injured. 





AFL Launches 
New Editorial 


Workers Union 


Formation of the American Newspaper 


Writers Association, a craft union affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor, and 
devoted to the interests of working newspaper- 
men, was announced here this week. 


William L. is president of the new 
organization and Joseph 
treasurer. Both men 
New York Times. Mr. 
science reporter, and Mr. Shaplen is one of the 


best-known labor 


Laurence 
Shaplen 
he staff of the 


is the paper's 


secretary- 
are on t 
Laurence 
authorities on 


reporters and 


labor problems in this country. 
The officials of the organization announced 
that the union is a Federal local chartered by 


the A. F. of L. and will be included before long 
in a national council of similar locals in other 
parts of the country, preliminary to the estab- 
lishment of “a full-edged A. F. of L. interma- 
tional of working newspapermen.” 

The following categorics of editorial em- 
ployees are eligible to membership in the new 
organization: 

Reporters, rewrite men, copy readers, district 


editorial writers on the regular payroll of 


men, 
newspapers, writers on drama, music and books 
on the regular payroll, and all others on the 
regular payroll who collect, write and edit 
reading material. 
For Newspaper Men Only 

In a statement issued to the press, the new 


union declared: 

“We are definitely a craft organization. While 
we fully sympathize with the efforts of other 
such as stenographers, 
etc., to or- 
ganize for collective bargaining to improve their 


classes of employees, 


bookkeepers, accountants, clerks, 
conditions, we do not see why such classes of 
employees should be lumped with newspaper 
writers, representing a highly skilled craft, no 


more than that they should be lumped with 
skilled craftsmen in the mechanical depart- 
ments, 


“There are unions devoted to the organization 
of office workers and others having no relation 
to newspaper writers, should not permit 
themselves to be overwhelmed by elements 
extraneous to their craft 


who 


and, therefore, having 
no relation to their particular problems. 

“Nor will the Newspaper Writers 
Association countenance the admittance into its 
organization of 
ments, no jobs of any kind on new 
papers and, therefore, having no right whatso- 
ever to hold cards in an organization of news- 
papermen and mould its policies. 


No Political Affiliation 


American 


other completely outside ele- 


holding 


“The American Newspaper Writers Associa- 
tion is an organization of, by and for working 
newspapermen. It will not countenance inte? 
ference by any political party and will not 
low any party line. It will seek, however, 


(Continued on Page Seven) 


Buenos Aires is a leading center of 
Nazi activity in South America and the 
local police stood idly by when the fight 
Not until the crew of the 
Quincy went into action, and several 
NMU Nazis and Communists’ were 
severely beaten up, did the Buenos Aires 
waterfront become conscious of 
their duty. several arrests were 


first started. 


police 
Then, 
speedily made. 
Only the pleas of Argentinian officials that 
the affair be hushed up prevented it from be- 


coming the basis of a minor international in- 
cident. 
This readiness of Communists and Nazis 


within the NMU to collaborate with each other 
became manifest shortly after the signing of 
the Hitler-Stalin pact last summer. 

Last year the union at its convention in New 
Orleans overwh endorsed a third term 
for President Roosevelt, quaran- 

7 1 led in the hue-and-ery 


Imingly 
clamored for 


he aggressor an 








against Nazi agents in this country. 

This year, however, at a meeting of the 
union’s national council, it reversed itself ab- 
ruptly on the question of the third term and 
declared that Roosevelt was a tool of Wall 
Street and a war-monger. “The Yanks Are Not 
Coming” has replaced the slogan which called 


r of Hitler. Overnight the 
anti-British and 


for the 
union has become 


quarantiniz 





violently 


anti-Roosevelt. Its entire position on interna- 
tional affairs is ¢ opy of Earl Browder’s. 
Laudatory defense of the Nazi-Soviet pact 





major article of faith among the 
Premier Molotoff’s speech before 
Soviet, in hailed the 
mighty bulwark of peace,” is in- 
cluded in all bundles of ion literature carried 
for NMU « vs. 

Paone and Walter Kaner, New 


has hecome al 
NMU elite. 
the Supreme which he 


pact as “a 











aboard sl} 


When Jack 


York business agents, ré ed to recognize the 
Molotoff pamphlet as official union literature, 
they were promptly hauled before Joseph Cur- 





ran, relieved of their duties and expelled from 
the union. The formal charge was disobedience. 

Government agents are at work in New York 
Atlantic ports following clues con- 
ng a possible espionage link between NMU 


cernin 


and other 
officials and Gestapo headquarters in Berlin. 
The following speaks for itself: 

On May year, the S.S. President 


incident 
25 of thi 


New York 






Roosevelt for Galway to evacuate 
American citizens who had been stranded in 
Europe. Before her departure, the vessel was 
boarded by agents of the FBI and inspectors 

] ime Commission who 





possible violation 











is given a clean 

te: May 29, when the vessel 

‘ing her port of call, the New York 

printed the following unusual news 

i agents he British Secret 

Ser ard the i ship President 
Roosevelt, plotting to blow up the vessel and 
blame it on the Nazis, had a strong echo in 
New York last night A Berlin broadcast, 
dd up by the New hort-wave listening 


Eight) 


(Continued on Page 








ride but thet “takes five days and five nights of continous riding and 
, the time element involved makes it impossible and the flying part of 


course is out because it costs to mich 300 dollars round by, and we 
have no noney anyway so it is wut until the fifteenth enyway em 


very much dis: pointed because I beleive it would have been the best t ‘ 


t-ing possible for all of us. 


WF I am going to see that you get a money sent to you if it is at all 
possibleI know whet you are up against there on the coast and the firre- 
men here now with the exception of Jerry King are all piecards rthey 
have credentials from Hunter and they think they are big shots now the 
C.Ps, have about got control of the outfit now with Tommy Ray director 


\of op 
Ihe 


tions here in New York but t ings are not bad on the whole 
me know how the Copeland bSitT int {3 going of there othe 


coast it is zoine great here we have about ten thousand pledges signed 
here and the bill is being well expleined so it looks alright here but 


we dont hear anything *bout the fight on th 


cost jont allow it to be 


submerged in theother things as it is to important to us all. 

Your Pilot was sent ut right efter it came off the press so you 
ought to get it soon Now Pete you are going to have two Calmer sh$ps 
out there soon the ALmar ANd the Texmar they will consult with you es 


per the letter I sent to them thev want t 


do someting or other so you 


will take care of thm as they are good boys I think row dort worry t 
about the Virginie and trie to rest a little e as we cant afford to 


have you collepse on us , Unitl 
Your best freind 


Yours Freternally, 
4 


osep 
"On to a National Maritime Fedgrati 
f/f 





oe wt Uh prin nae r 


I hear from you , 


e 
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A LETTER WRITTEN BY CURRAN SHORTLY BEFORE HE JOINED THE C.P. 
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U.S. Launches 


National War Against 


Okies’ and Shackers’ Slave Conditions 


By GEORGE SHORT 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—With more than : 
from Maine to Southern California’s Imperial 


32,245,000 persons prvwang _—_ livelihoods from the soil on farms 
Valley, and millions more 
Stoically plodding the highways in search for tomorrow’s food and te Yr, 


the Okies, Arkies and “shackers” type 
the Federal government has just de- 


clared its own private war on corporation landowners, lumber ge tame and fruitgrowers to definitely — out 


newly discovered conditions which would make John Steinbeck’s 


day’s Newport beach parties. 
Technological developments thr 


farm workers have been displaced during the past few seasons, 


saten serious economic trouble for those who live off the soil. 


Wrath” scenario read like last Sun- 


“apes of 


More than 400,000 


government investigators have just learned. But 


so chaotic are employment conditions in urban centers, that there is a marked tendency toward migration back to 


rural districts. 


The campaign of action mapped out by the government’s Department of 
conservation 


lace, vice-presidential nominee, includes a broad rural 


—— 














' "Parched earth and the top soil blown away, drove us 
onto the road." 


GOP’s Anti-Labor Rule 
Hits Willkie in Midwest 


By JOHN DONNE 
MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. — Despite Franklin Waltman’s 
$300,000,000 publicity machine depicting Wendell Willkie 
as a touseled-haired man of the Indiana soil, Midwest labor 





leaders are strangely unmoved. During my tour here and 
my talks with labor and political leaders, I have been ap- 
palled by the amount of labor-wrecking legislation insti- 


tuted by Midwest Republican Governors, especially conven- 
tion keynoter Stassen of Minnesota—who has just an- 
nounced his candidacy for 


re-election—and Julius “the Just” 
Heil of Wisconsin. 


2 wo . +< 4 . 7a0 1! Ss ~ 
3esides statutes weakening 
sen’s current onslaught is directed 


collective bargaining, Stas- 
against those cities 








having Demo tic ‘a i —_— 
Labor administrations. This take tion is bein: yitterly fought vy 
the form of cutting the amount the trade-union move rent , 
of WPA funds allowed to the In Wisconsin, with most of the 
states for relief purposes. Besides LaFollette enacted progressive 
hitting the citic y creating legislation repealed, the heavy in- 
additional relief burdens, its  dustrialist interests are leading 
hardest effect is upon the unior a raid on the state treasury. 
whose many unemployed organ- Nearly $4,000,000 in cold cash is 
ized in WPA sections have been gone from the badly shriveled 
engaged on Federal projects in tate treasury and has found its 
their trade. way into the coffers of the tele- 
Walter Finky, Stassen’ tate phone companies, utilities and 
social welfare director, recently wealthy families as a result of 
announced that Minneapoli | ‘ lican enacted eg rere 
receive only | ling the “fat boys” tax rebates 
$68,000 of 1 reductions. Heil’s new budget, 
WPA funds pite his vaunted cries of econ- 
from the stat ny which won for him the elec- 





1 
nN, nas broken state records 


in the 
fiscal year as ‘or eX? 


present 





enditures. The new tax 





compared with = burdens are being laid upon the 
the $100,000 masses of people. 
for the year it is not only the union- 
mde 2 80. % ; 
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Army Chief Mershall, who | nn ieuadiod - 2. 
urged a large army. trade-union leaders. 


Agriculture under Secretary Wal- 
works program for displaced farm workers 
and underprivileged families; expansion of present farm purchase 
and rehabil extension of the stamp pro- 





tion loan programs; 





gram for distributing farm surpluses among the needy, reduced 
interest rates, and the settling of non-owner farm families on 
good lands now owned and operated in larger than family- 


sized units. : 

All Federal agencies are cooperating in this Federal drive, 
the first goal of which is to eliminate the conditions so much 
publicized by Steinbeck and Twentieth Century-Fox. Typical of 
this peonage, which. exists in states reaching from New York to 


the West Coast, are those of the Ventura (California) lemon 
workers. Their story reads like a left-wing dime novel; revela- 
tions of this near slavery in the lemon-growing industry have 


California’s social and welfare 


organization by the AFL of the 


already caused herror among 
workers, and have led to the 
agriculture and citrus workers. 
"Grapes of Wrath" 

Government investigation has disclosed that large 
migratory locked up at night by the 
corporation foremen to prevent the hands from with 
outsiders or contacting AFL organizers. Their total earnings are 
$14 to $16 a month, subject to deductions for water amounting to 
$2.75 a month, or a dollar a month for the schooling of each child. 
Other than what has just been described, the lemon workers enjoy 
all the pleasantries of the typical “Grapes of Wrath” workers. 

In other sectors, government inspectors from the Wages and 
Hours division have been prosecuting lumber mill and pulp cor- 
porations, and have succeeded in securing criminal indictments 
against twelve southern pulpwood manufacturers. A favorable 
decision will add more than a milion dollars a month to the pay 
envelopes of at least sixty thousand workers in these plants and 
set the precedent for government action to aid scores of thousands 
not only throughout the but the Midwest lumber 
as well. 

In order to secure evidence, the government inspectors fol- 
lowed a routine which mig 
picture 


groups of 


these lemon workers are 


mingling 


South, sectors 





well be the basis for another motion 
fly-by-night mills, they 
traveled by train, rail-handcar, automobile, canoe, on horseback 
and on foot. Many have had to stumble through secluded forests 
with only a compass to guide them. Some waded through snake- 
filled swamps and dodged falling timber. One was caught in 
quicksand and barely escaped with his life. They began their 
sleuthing as early as 5 a. m. and kept going as late as 8 p. m. 
to catch portable mills that move quickly from spot to spot to 
keep out of reach. 

Two-thirds of the violations were found in southern states. 
Wages and Hours Administrator Phillip B. Fleming predicted that 
before his crusade ends, the lumber industry—one of the 
sweated in the nation—would be yielding to the law, both in the 
North and South. 


scenario. To reach isolated or 


most 








Japs Rush to 
Avoid Scrap 
Tron Embargo 


President Rooseve s declara- 


tion of July 25, bringing oil and 





scrap metal under rigid li- 
censing system which covers 46 
other designated war products 
gives the Administration the 
power to cripple the 
While 
Japan can still apply for a li- 


Japanese 
war machines. nominally 
these products here, 


expected that permission 


Hence the haste of such ships 
t American-owned S. 5S. 
to load 2,000 tons of 
al from the Jersey City 
August 


Ist deadline when the decree goes 





plers petore the 


T. V. Soong, finance minister 
in the Kai-Shek cabinet, who 
is now in this country rais- 
ing funds for war-torn China. 


FTC Hits Murine, 2 covering scrap exports for 
Advertising — bous 354,607 tons of 


scrap metal, Great Britain 304,- 
085 and Italy 302,697. Last year 
Japan took 2,024,264 tons of 


into effect. 
According to Commerce De- 


released this 





covering scrap exports for 








The Federal Trade Commission 
has ordered the Murine Company 
to cease advertising that “Mur- S¢?ap, and mm a | 
i period of the first five months of 


corresponding 











1 Sa cure remedy 01 effect . ‘ 
ive treatme! or eyestr: The ast year, 856,000 tons. 
order further pr vertis- [This decline can be explained 
ing that “Murine event yy Japan’s increasing difficulty 
or ward off eyestrain due to driv- ( ng foreign currency, 
or attendance ovie ead- and by the « y of Great Britain 
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A. U. Alexander, 

First Lord of the Admiralty, 

who is in charge of England's 
naval blockade of Spain. 


U.S. Spends 13 


Million Daily 
For Defense 


Special to THE NEW LEADER 

WASHINGTON, D. C.—It will 
cost the government 12 billion 
dollars to operate between July 
1, 1940, and July 1, 1941—an 
average of about 32 million dol- 
lars a day. More than 
of this fund will go to meet de- 
fense costs—necessitated by cir- 
cumstances created by the 20 
years of isolation from Europe’s 
affairs. 

The people of this nation, even 
in continued peace, will have to 
to this vast 


5 millions 


accustom themselves 
daily outpourings for arms—an 
expenditure which won’t 
til the German army has been 
disintegrated. 

To pay this bill American citi- 
zens will have to dig at least an 
extra billion dollars out of their 
jeans this year—especially out of 
the pockets of those who buy 
gasoline, or go to the movies fre- 
quently, or smoke cigarettes con- 
tinually. If 
war-profits tax, as seems likely 
at present, it will take about half 
a billion dollars out of corpora- 
tion dividends. 

On the basis of these taxes, and 
which will probably be 


stop un- 


Congress passes a 





others 
passed during the present session 


is timated by treasury offi- 
ials that the yvernment may 


realize about 8 billion dollars, or 


about 10 per cent of the total 


national income during a good 
year. 

This still leaves a huge peace- 
time deficit and even a greater 
one if war b . The British 

Xe give an inkling of what 
would happen here if we were 


forced because of the Nazi de- 
struction of the British fleet—to 
l a com- 





arm more Tully ag 





pletely 

The British people are now 
paying a tax on income that 
starts at 42.5°7. The base tax 
rate on individual incomes here 
continues to be 4%. A married 
earn- 


man here with two children 
ing $1600 would pay no income 
tax, in Britair $63.35. 
The same person y 
finds his income raised to $4000 
ile his British 


$4000 


here who 





would pay $34 


“cousin re would 





pay $844. 

In England there is an excess 
profits tax on corporations which 
takes 100°% of all taxable income 
above the average earned in pre- 
war years. In the case of indi- 
viduals there is a surtax that 
takes 90° of all income 
$80,000 a ye: and there is the 
412.5% tax that applies as the 
starting base of all income. A 
married man here earning $40,000 


would pay $9,; in income tax, 


} 
above 











his fellow ‘British capitalist coughs 
up $24,452.99, 
So drastic are 
individual income that the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer told the 


British people that, if he 


confis- 
cated all income remaining above 
$8,000 after the taxes had been 
collected, he would 


realize only 
$280,000,000 among all the 






people 
of England. 
Somethi g of the same pros- 
Americans 
1ddled 
ional costs 


maintenance of men alone 


pects are in sight for 
as the U.S. faces a world 
- Operat 


with armament 
for the 


will add up to three billion a year. 


A 2,000,000-man force will neces- 
itate a cost of $1,000 per mar 


a year. Exclusive of construction 


a two-ocean navy will boost the 
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ment cost fo matel ] ll ex- 
ected to a not villior ind 
a ar TI 1 illic 
yp l 1ust then be con- 

| e ‘ ! 
( ite ] ! r 
a illo i { r 

ruc t Y ( ri 
$14,000,000,000 for 1 vy consti 

n iect 





THE NEW LEADER is published 
every Saturday by The New Leader 
Publishing Association, 7 E. 15th St., 
New York, N.Y.; Tel. ALgonquin 4-4622. 
Vol. XXIII Sat., Aus 3, 1940 No. 31 
Entered as Second Class Matter, Jan- 
uary 19, 1924, at the Post Office at New 
York, under the act of March 3, 1879. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 

















Rooks and Writers 


| 
| 
| 





By ELIAS L. TARTAK 


Sinclair on the First World War 


Sie SINCLAIR has a good many novels to his credit, per- 
haps a dozen, perhaps two. Some of these have been quite 
creditablé Upton Sinclair novels, vide “The Jungle,” “King Coal,” 
“Boston.” 

had too much Upton Sinclair in 
done too much in 


The others, however, have 
them, i, e., Sinclair’s eager reformer’s naivete, 
black and white—the “capitalist scoundrels” or 
whoever it may happen that Sinclair hates at 
the moment—all black—while his “good men” 
are all white and decent. 

Bo * 


Steak and Apples 





Upton Sinclair can become excited about 
many causes, most astonishing causes. Thus, a 
few years ago he wrote a whole novel about 


prohibition, not against prohibition, but for pro- 
hibition. 

And this column remembers Sinclair’s “The 
300k of Life.” This columnist, then being younger and also naive, 
read “The Book of Life,” expecting to pick up a lot of philosophy. 
The book turned out to be full of recipes for cooking; for example, 
on how to broil a steak. Sinclair was quite excited about the steak 
and the right process of stewing apples. He was excited about many 
called it “A Book of Life.” 


Elias Tartak 


such important matters. And he 


* * * 


Social Significance 

With ail that, Upton Sinclair was one of the first to introduce 
the “social significance” note into American literature. He helped 
American literature in its process of coming of age. He himself, 
however, has never quite grown up. There is a certain boyish 
eagerness and simplicity about Sinclair’s periodical “crushes.” Of 
late, his crush is Stalin’s “cooperative State.” Even after the 
purges, Sinclair feels certain that Stalin “teaches the peasants 
cooperation” which is slightly too optimistic for this column. 


* 


Wor and War-Mongers 


The book under review 
novel. There is a young hero named Lanny Budd, 
with his heart in the right place. 


is a fair specimen of an Upton Sinclair 
born rich, but 


The boy is in his early teens when 1914 crashes out. Lanny’s 
people, the in the arms industry. On both sides of the 
Atlantic, Lanny has a chance to see greed, intrigue, the financiers 
and industrialists, with their interests backing the politicians. 
Even Basil Zaharoff appears, suave and sinister. 

The pageant of the Versailles Conference is unfolded towards 
the end, and Lanny is one of the young secretaries to one of the 
many professors of the American delegation. Wilson, Clemenceau, 
Lloyd George, appear in their bickerings and the high poker of the 
Big Four. 

But it is the “world’s end.” The land of Lenin and Trotzky, 
the “workers’ and peasants’ cooperative state,” looms on the hori- 
zon. And the young hero, whose heart, like the authors, is in the 
right place, is moved by a vague and timid sympathy (again like 
the author) for the land of “the future.” Everything in Lanny 
future—the future fellow-traveler. 


Budds, are 


denotes the 
smoothly and easily. While you read you are 
interested in “what next?” The characters are reportorially cor- 
rect, without much depth orvelasticity. 


The novel reads 


When you have read the novel, you discover that it is another 
7 - + ‘ ts 
Upton Sinclair novel. Not bad, Easy 
Definitely, light 


not very good. Just so-so. 
summer reading. 


“WORLD'S END,” 
City; $3.00. 


by Upton Sinelair; Viking Press; New York 








MAHATMA GANDHI 


and 


| LEWIS MUMFORD 


praise 


JEWISH 
FRONTIER 





} 
| “Are you sending copies of the JEWISH FRONTIER 
to Mahatma Gandhi? Gandhi himself asked me for 


them."—Letter from Bombay, India. 





“T have often meant to congratulate you on the intel- | 
lectual keenness and the moral probity of the Jewish 
Frontier; it is the one magazine I can bear to read 


these times; that I can open without the probability | 


being confronted with sophistry, confusion, timidity, 


defeatism and moral indifference. But since reading 


vour article on Psychoanalysis and Moral Pessimism, 


| should like In 


spicuous essay, and to tell 


addition to single out that truly con- 


you how grateful I am for 


that understanding analysis. only wish that a paper 

of the calibre of the Jewish Frontier had a more general 
circulation—or that something of your spirit would by | 
some miracle take possession of the liberal weeklies.”— 


WIS MUMFORD 1 letter to Hayim 


; ; 
Greenberg, 


Introductory Offer —For $1.00 | 
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N York ¢ 
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By Charles Edward Russell 





EAVY weather and a falling barometer attended last week all 

the sailing of the newly launched Third Term craft. Even in 
the gathering gloom what was’ obvious to all impartial watchers 
must have been clearly evident to Mr. Roosevelt’s vociferating 
chorus. The resentment against that extraordinary convention and 
the President’s extraordinary exhibition of the autocratic temper- 
ament was not a temporary exasperation but a conviction that 
instead of passing grows stronger. 

Indeed, it seems to this old timer that we are having again a 
manifestation of an American characteristic not always obtrusive 
but sometimes effective to astonish and dis- 
countenance the cynic and the surface 
judgers. I surmise that old Sober Reflec- 
tion is abroad in the land and the more he 
stall:s about the worse it will be for an 
American dictatorship. I have seen him in 
sic weeks utterly overturn and reverse an 
election that had been deemed a foregone 
conclusion. At present he is pointing to a 
question whether at such a swirling time it 
is well to abandon a traditional and potent 
safeguard of liberty, and the inquiring soul 
will not read far in the country’s press with 
out discovering that the question bodes 
Roosevelt nothing good to the Duce idea. 





I think also the old man is recounting the history of that stooge 
convention and of Mr. Roosevelt’s inexplicable outburst of fretful 
egotism, and you can be sure the narrative helps not the Presi- 
dent anywhere. 

In resorting to the counter-attack upon the Democrats that 
have bolted him and his hand-picked crew, Mr. Roosevelt and 
friends have adopted the obvious technique, sometimes effective, 
sometimes a boomerang. In this instance, it’s a dud. You can’t 
evaporate the objection to an American Fuehrer by showing that 
Jim Reed fought the NLRB. 


Ingratitude, 
Thy Name Is— 


F I can still read the signs of the times, it is not alone the 

Third Term menace that is causing the disaffection. Abler 
press work than has yet appeared for the President would be 
required to erase from the public mind the sense that he be- 
haved unworthily and scurvily to the other leaders. He was 
bound to treat them with decent respect and he used his power 
and position to wreck their candidacies that he might cop the 
nomination for himself. I think that fact has bitten into the 
public mind hardly less than the other. And you don’t better 
it by saying that Tom Collins is a bad man. 


Il Duce Plays 

The Scavenger 

MPRESSARIO HITLER’S press department 
long-expressed show, “The Destruction of England,” will posi- 

tively have its premier on the night of August 15 and that seats 


may now be secured with perfect confidence. 


announces that his 





Incidentally, it is to be noted that the first-class and far-famed 
hat-and-rabbit operator 


Signor Mussolini, will not take part in 


the pe rformance. At this, Detractio , ever envious of Virtue, sug- 
gests scornfully that the S gnor has lost his overshoes and cannot 
risk his feet in the cold, that he has been attacked by drooping of 


the spirits, that he has deve lo ped, wm fact, an intestinal insu ffi- 


ciency. All these insinuations do injustice to a great man. What he 
has really in. mind, no doubt, is the practical wisdom of ke eping 
well out of the way oft th brick bats, if the show should prove 
a frost, and to be ready to pic ip some nice good things for him- 
self if it should prove a success. All of which demonstrates in the 


teeth of calun ny and ; lander that Il Duce is still the same dear 
old Il Duce. 


The Nazis Lay the 
Scene for America 


F, when Fascism shall have completed its task, the United States 
lf 





finds itse 
pincers, 
Italian Fa 
peatedly calling our attention to the fact that commercial more 
than political domination of the world was the real aim of the 
Axis, To this and other admonitions, Herr Funk, Hitler’s Minister 
of Economics, has now added an invaluable disclosure. He tells 
us with all frankness and not 
Nazi conquest of Europe sh 


commercially between the hooks of a pair of enormous 


never say that it lacked warnings of tl situation. 
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ts have been most obliging in that respect, re- 








uncharitably, either, that when the 
have been completed, America 





yy 








trade with Europe will be carried on according to Nazi regula- 
tions and upon Nazi terms. And the first of these will be an order 
to disperse our gold hoardings. 





It is to be hoped that when that time arrives, we shall 
accept these orders in a spirit of humble submission. Any- 
thing else, [ learn from those sage counsellors, Senators Nye, 
Wheeler and Holt, will lead us into war. 

And about that, of course. we cannot be too wary. Dangers 
beset us on every side. A compilation of Congressional eloquence of 
the lust two years would show thut the only things in the world that 
do not le ad “us lo wor are stewed prunes, chewing ALA avd wul- 


vul sundae s, 


Economics for 
The Bewildered 


AS nearly as I can decipher the recondite economics of Candidate 

Willkie, he would bring depression to an end and restore 
glamorous Prosperity by putting everybody at once to work 
making things nobody wants but making th 
with the wages thus received, the workers will buy other things, 
and it will be Off on the Morning Train, We'll See Our Love Again. 












1 at wages. Then 








This seems almost within the range of my _ intellectual 
powers, but I am perplexed with one or two questions that I 
wish this deep-browed philosopher would solve for me. 1. Who 
is to pay the wages of the worker making things nobody 
wants? 2. What shall we do with these things when made? 
Burn them or throw them into the river? 3. If all that is 
necessary is to put wage money into the pockets of the 
workers, why not put it there without the trouble of making 
the things that nobody wants? 

















Of course, I know that this can be dor rhere’ oney enoug 
in the country to do it. But who is to transfer it fro yned- 
up pockets of the rich to the gaping kets of the hoi polloi? 
I suggest that Mr. Willkie urge upon the Manufacturers Asso- 
ciation the performance of this great salutary, patriotic benev 
lence and see how far he will get with it there. He is fond of 
excitement and adventure. He will have a lovely time on that t 
Patriotism Is Best When 
Sweetened With Profits 
ann oe in tk hour of grave conce of da lisgiving f 
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neue I 4 Y fattion, Ah, the old flag! Ah, the new app »priation! 





Laval Turned 
OverHugeArms 
Stocks to Reich 


By DICK REYNARD 


Icelandic-Canadians patrol Ice- 
land; British men of war ferret 
out armed merchant raiders in 
the North Atlantic; Scotland Yard 
has discovered the secret hiding 
places of Oswald Moseley’s fifty 
revolt cells inside London; Down- 
ing Street’s diplomats have effec- 
tively created dissension between 
German and Italian statesmen in 
Paris; about 100,000 veteran 
Polish, Czech, Belgian-and French 
soldiers are on the front beach 
lines awaiting the Reichswehr; 
Hugh Dalton’s Economic Minis- 
try’s blockade has about crippled 
the inflow of materials of French 
and German steel and oil produc- 
tion; and the Socialist Minister 
of Labor, Ernst Bevin, working 
closely with industrialist leaders, 
has reduced unemployment by 
113,987, leaving the lowest num- 
ber of jobless in nearly 40 years. 








As important as the armed 
forces is Hugh Dalton’s Blockade 
Ministry. His department must 
now work with the air force and 
prevent new materials from flow- 
ing into the continent while the 
R.A.F. blows to bits war goods 
already in German hands. Ger- 
many’s gains in French muni- 
tions and war material were tre- 
mendous. ‘La- 
val and com- 
pany saw to it 
that little was 
destroyed. 
There are au- 
thentic reports 
that even be- 
fore Reynaud 
fell, and while 
Frenchmen , 
were still des- Reynaud 
perately fight- 
ing with rifles against German 
panzer divisions, more than 1,000 
new tanks and 400 unused planes 
were turned over to German 






—_—_—Y _— 


officers. 

So, large stocks of tanks, guns, 
raw materials, oils, metals— 
1938—have fallen in- 


nds. But as France 





iited Kingdom, has to 
feed the major part of her indus- 
tries with Imported raw mate- 
rials, many of them will become 
idle as soon as existing tocl 

are exhausted. France must im- 
port one-third of her coal require- 


ments, the bulk of her needs in 


teel alloy and non-ferrous met 
als, as well as the greater part 
of the raw materials for he 


textile industries. The British 
fleet will see that Petain’s gov- 
ernment does no importing. 
There are some exceptions, such 
bauxite, and potash. 


France is the largest produce 


as 1ron ore, 


of bauxite (aluminum ingredient) 


in Europe; in 1938 she produced 


| Defense Efforts Reduce 
| The News Ree]! Lugland’s Jobless Total | 





A scene showing pre-war anti-aircraft practi-- in Hvdo Pork 
Today the crowds are in underground shelfers, and real 
Shrapnei is usea. 

















683,000 metric tons of this raw 
material. Access to it has added 
any’s alu- 
minum supplies. More important 
are the French iron ore deposits 
south of Luxembourg. In 1937 
France produced 37 million long 
tons of iron ore, with a metal 
content of 13 million tons. Control 
of France’s iron ore deposits will 
1 Germany’s 
steel position. But the French 
iron and steel industry is almost 
completely dependent on imported 
supplies of manganese, nickel, 


substantially to Ger: 











appreciably streng 





and other hardening ingredients 
essential in the production of the 
kind of steel used in munitions. 





The British na 
these imports off 


many already 


‘ now cu 

















shortage of steel and alloy metals, 
she will not be able to use the 
French iron and steel industry 
to full advantage. 

American correspondents’ "’for- 
tress” sto make good copy but 
hardly tell the whole tale. The 
government expect to come 
through August 1 days of 
good flying weathe ittle the 
worse for air bomb ecKa ge yut 
vith hardly a dent ts flying 
forces. Meanwhile t coordinated 
R.A.F., which ! nted 
by ra n nim i ‘ ) {t a 
month, bombs Germany and 
France re¢ il: I A ( thres 
times cac oht. Flying weather 
over Enelanc closes a month 
earlier than it does over Ger- 
many. Foolhard or not, the 
British ex t to maintain these 
bombing raids as far into the 
wint Ther n t 
Spring t eir own and 
Ame? ! eria »e! e them 
to launch a land offensive some- 
where or he continent any- 
where between Sicily and Narvik. 
TI expatriated foreign legions 
now in England are anxious for 
Suc an attack. And they nak« 


Nazis Ask Moscow for Thorez Use in 


Anti-Italian Move to G 


Bullitt Support of Petain Plays 
For Buffer State Against Reich 


Competition between German and Italian statesmen in 
Paris reached the straining point this week as Berlin turned 
thumbs down on the pro-Mussolini General Weygand and 
Laval, The New Leader learned this week from unimpeach- 


able capital sources. 
The Germans hope to set 


up a Reich-styled “National 


Socialist” government in France which would weave the 
future Paris state directly into the Berlin network rather 
than leave it a loose buffer sector in which the already 


we 


favored Italy could play pressure politics. 
The German Foreign Office, according to reports re- 








ceived by this newspaper, has 
proposed a French Nazi govern- 
ment led by the Hitler-mustached 
M. Marquet, mayor of Bordeaux, 
fellow neo-Socia M. Marce 
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with the Nazi government as the 
Norwegian Communists are do- 
ng re 

T al ‘fficial the al- 
read 4 cooperatior be 





. f _Wen Sani - 

NEW ASS'T SECRETARY, 
OF WAR 
Federal Circuit Judge Robert 
C. Patterson was plucked out 
of a rookie's uniform in 
Plattsburg this week and de- 
posited into the War Office 
as Secretary Stimseon's aide. 
At Plattsburg Patterson was 
hurriedly raised from a pri- 
vate to cadet Colonel in or- 
der to review the troops. 


up quite a formidable force. 


diers—with their full equipment 
—from Bordeaux and Bayonne to 


in France lost no time in flying 
their machines to Eng] 


national council 
are now in London; arrangements 


and as Ger- ire country watches with 


from a 


582,744 less than a year ago. This 
too, is a powerful weapon in the 
hands of the British cabinet. The 


that this record ] 


return of yesterday’s 


Although there has been much 


to “Hail Moseley” 


of London the F: 


ain France 





cooperate with the 


government is M. Ybaranegaray. 


plained by reports of heavy press- 
ure and large subsidies. 





Petain statement 


New York Pays $10,000,000 
Unemployment Insurance 


Heardon the Left| 


By VICTOR RIESEL 


boys with good memories 


Some of the i , an 2s which 
crackled like the tip of a well-handled gau 


ip, slipped 








into the back reom for another uncorking good ne 
Gab of t orld’s oldest 










turned from trivia to a 


profes which one of the lad after reading 
7 ang from 


alism. 


m. 
Richard O. Boyer’s Berlin dispatch to 
what is euphemistically and generously 











Ralph Ingersoll has been wailing all over town, de; ing the 
“attacks” on PM. In its month and a half of publication, the new 
afternoon daily has studio isly refrained from attacking the Hitler 
Reich. In the July 31 editio of PM through the words of pro- 
Communist Richard O. Boyer—Ingersoll permitted his sheet to go 
pro-Nazi... the Goebbels ministry knew what it ahout when 





it admitted Dick Boyer to Nazi tern vaid off by u riting 
of the Germans’ “hearty and efficient kindness. The entire piece 
fits snugly into Soviet fore ign policy. eee 
* * * 
HATEVER is left in the C.I.O. treasury had better be spent 
buying up those pretty pictures of John Llewellyn Lewis 
and the jittery Senator Wheeler sitting—paunches in front— 
at the Townsend convention. The Doc’s New York lieutenants 
have been visiting Joe McWilliams’ anti-Semitic headquarters 
trying to make a deal to tie in with the Christian Mobilizer 
congressional campaign committee. ... 
That’s what happens, Senator, when you play the panacea 
circuit. ... 
* * a 
ROM Washington, the only city 
light, comes news that John Lewis 
The comrades aren’t too pleased with 
return to the New Deal bandwagon.... 
One of the best sources of political news in Washington 
reveals that the Comintern has ordered that Joseph Curran 
be built up by the C.P. publicity apparatus to replace Lewis. 
Watch Curran during the next few weeks, first as president 
of the new local C.L.O. council, then as an important cog in 
the “Peace Mobilization” machinery of the C.P. He'll shortly 
become the American Communists’s public energy number one. 
* * ” 
OLITICS being what it is, Martin Dies landed in Texas—he is a 
candidate for re-election—to probe Hollywoodian fifth column- 
ing. The present hearings will probably be the last of the House 
Committee Investigating Un-American Activities. 
Dies’ funds are about exhausted ... and investigation of totali- 
tarian activity here is now a matter for the military intelligence.... 
* = = 


1 travels faster than 
l have other headaches. 
the C.1.0. chief’s reluctant 














HIS column has long warned of the danger inherent in the 
Communist “National Mobilization for Peace rallies” all over 
the nation. They have now succeeded in netting at least one im- 
portant Senator, the good Mr. Nye of North Dakota, and at least 
one important trade union leader, Harry Van Arsdale, around 
whom they hope to build a wedge for entry into the A. F. of L. 
The August 4th rally at Randalls Island will set up a per- 
manent organization already in blueprint form over on 13th 
Street. This outfit will then send a minimum of 5,000 delegates 
to the national “peace mobilization” in Chicago on August 31. 
On the platform with the myopic Van Arsdale will be Jean 
Horie, Communist commissar in the American Youth Con- 
gress; Walter Neff, fellow-tourist from City Colleze; Com- 
munist-Fascist Congressman Vito Marcantonio, and Stalinite 
John P. Davis of the National Negro Congress ... bad com- 
pany for the leader of so progressive a trade union as Local 3 
of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. . 





Instead of speaki gat the “unti-war’ rally in the Coney Island 

Velodrome « diugust 14, we suggest the Senator from the Dakotas 

or his own ride the Steeplechase, perhaps. There'll be fewer 

than on the line he is riding now. ... Nye will need a 

pe tical de lousing afte “up rring with Mike Qu ll. Marcantonio, 

John BP. Davis and Bella Dodd at a peace 4 lly. ’ That ain’t 
peace, senator, that’s ignorance. 


mo? HUDSON, ton ranking member of the Communist fraction 
in the National Maritime Union and author of a pamphlet 
in which he justifies CP control of U.S. shipping, was hurriedly 


summoned from Detroit this week to'’do a publie relations job 
easing irritated public opinion created by Charles Yale Harrison’s 
exposures in last week's edition. 

* x ' 


eae will be a week of upheavals in Washington. Henry Wallace 
will either resign as Secretary of Agriculture or will take 
formal leave of absence, another cabinet post will be vacated, and 
the army’s fears of a shake-up among policy-forming officers 
will materialize. ... 

* * » 

ORMER corset-copy editor Milton Kauf 

American Newspaper Gui 
roller the recent national convention, h 
culties in New York City. The Cor t faction which has con- 
trolled the Daily News Unit (lars n the country) for years 
was defeated by one of the Anti-Stalinite Progressives in the recent 
election for unit officers. 

Running openly on a platform “opposing Communist domi- 
nation,” Walter Engels defeated Arthur Siebelist 107 to 95, 
giving the Stalinites the first real set-back they’ve received 
inside the Guild. The News Unit has 600 members, giving it 24 
delegates to the city Representative Assembly. 

A few days after the ANG convention adjourned, the Memphis 
unit of the Guild went on record opposing the national adminis- 
tration on the question of denouncing the “isms” by name 

President Stanley E. Wolfe of the Youngstown (Ohio) local 
has the support of at least ten other city units and is demand- 
ing a national referendum on a resolution which lashes hard 
at the Communist administration. 
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NDER the leadership of Marmaduke Grove, chief of the Chilian 
popular front, the Socialist partite of South {erica are 
setting up @ series of orgu thive react y clear through to 
the United States 

Their work will be directed at fighting the Nazi and Fascist 
infiltration. T) Co wpist partie yw each itheyr republic 
vn ediately sent th tah to each S.P. he lguarters a appeal for 
con ‘ act gely 7 t of the recently abandoned 
pop tlar front period. The central con ttee of fh Urug tayan 

Socialists 4 already +t ed th hid «¢ 
about time the FBI looked into the distribution of Nazi 
terror filn t ntry? The pictures are part of Herr 
Goebbels’ attempt to fright U. S. publ pinion out of any 
which might irritate Gern Conqu - Poland, Hol- 

inda RB il 
How did it appen that t gentlemar ponsoring a private 
ow ¢ of the film in Washingto 1 good sprinkling of Congress- 
present is Representative Collins of Mississippi? In- 
for t previe re t t Senators and Repre- 
es over ( gnatul nd wet wn in a House 
.* 

a TOLEDANO, Sta t trade nior ef elow the 
Rio Grande or ere g over Mexico boasting of his in- 
luer ¢ | | 4 ; fFor< ¢ reatior 
pa ( ver 


ESPITE Lillian Symes’ quite natural desire to forget all 

about us, and despite her columnar protestations, the 
Socialist Party is now split into three factions with the ex- 
treme isolationist, left-wing group in control. Thomas and 
Laidler are in the center, of all places. 
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That’s the spirit, comrade; the shorter the shorts the 
greater the opportunity for life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness, ... 
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too, were his literary formulas. A new literary boss by the 
“name of Kirpotin was to take poor Averbach’s place. The 
new. boss brought also with him new literary formulas. 
Henceforth it was to be “So st Realism” and “Red 
, Romanticism” instead of “proletarian” and “revolutionary” 
* literature. } 
.-I hastened to share my discovery literary com- 
“Pades:. The distinguished American intellectuals whose func- 


“*ion, according to Mr. Waldo Frank, is “to 
that-underly the organic sense of life 
“and ‘holy share in it,’’ were aghast. I was all 
ef the’ John 
-*League of American Writers.” I hardly escaped with my 





By IRVING B. ALTMAN 
Editor of Dynanic America 

ENDELL WILLKIE, opposing Franklin D. Roosevelt for the 

Presidency this year, makes the political issue a clear-cut 
onevbetween the interests of Wall Street and Main Street. 

“Willkie was not the politicians’ candidate; he was the spon- 
taneous and popular choice of the people—that is, the people 
generally found in brokers’ offices who clip coupons and wait 
“for dividend checks. These are the people who put Willkie over 
‘at the Republican convention. The professional politicians un- 
“doubtedly preferred Taft and Dewey to Willkie, but the dough- 
boys wanted the public utility man, so Willkie got the nomination. 
And there is no gainsaying the fact that in choosing Willkie, 
the Republican Party made its best possible choice. Taft, Dewey 
and Vandenberg would have been just “push-overs” for F.D.R. 
“**-"Willkie will have the almost solid support of business, in- 
vestors, and the press. Though he is in no way responsible for 
it, he will also get support from the isolationist elements as well 
as Nazi and Fascist minded Americans. In other words, the 
Whole kaboodle of Roosevelt haters will rally to the support of 
Wendell Willkie. 
t * * * 

LMOST a year ago this writer saw the beginnings of one of 

the shrewdest political campaigns this country has ever seen 
and at the time predicted its success. Any person who takes 
seriously the talk from Willkie sources that his campaign for the 
Republican nomination sprung from the casual suggestion of Hugh 
Johnson making that recommendation, and that the entire cam- 
paign was carried on by a bunch of amateurs still wet behind 
the ears, is indeed a naive person. The original backers of Willkie 
were clever enough to know that Willkie, as the president of a 
billion-dollar utility holding company and who as recently as two 
years ago was a registered Democrat, could not be sold to Re- 
publican Party bosses in the old traditional way. A new technique 
had to be developed to win friends and influence people. The 
American people, remembering the tragic years of frenzied finance, 
are not prone to regard public utility men with affection and 
esteem. In fact, the average citizen, when he finds himself in the 
presence of a utility man, instinctively reaches for his watch 
and pocketbook. So selling Willkie to the politicians was no easy 
job. But the job was done, and now that the nomination is won, 
the next step is to sell Willkie to the American people. 

‘Wendell Willkie is put forth as a great business man. (The 

reader knows how the story goes: Government is the largest 
“business in the country and a business man, not politician, should 

run it.) But the fact is, so far as can be determined from public 
yecords, Willkie is no more a business man than your Aunt Susie. 
While trained in the legal profession, Willkie found that his 
talents would prove most productive in an entirely different field— 
that of public relations. (There was a time “public relations” 
just meant publicity work, but in recent years the professions 
have become dignified, so now we have “morticians,” “beauticians,” 
“yealtors” and “public relations counsel,” etc.) 

Needless to point out, Willkie has had no governmental ex- 
perience at all. His sole experience with government consisted 
of opposing the administration’s efforts to provide cheap and 
abundant electric power to millions of homes not enjoying this 
advantage. And where he could not succeed in thwarting the 
efforts of government, he interfered with the T.V.A. to the extent 
‘that the government paid him $78,600,000 for the Commonwealth 
and Southern properties in the T.V.A. area. This figure repre- 
sents an over-payment of about $25,000,000, or “nuisance value,” 
on the fair value of the Tennessee property. This victory by the 
utility holding company made of Willkie a hero, and from then 
on he was Wall Street’s white hope. 

*” * * 

FEW WEEKS before his nomination, Willkie was elected a 

director of the Morgan-Baker First National Bank of New 
York. That Willkie was well connected can be seen from the 
following directorship connections: Consumers Power Co., Ohio 
Edison Co., Southern Indiana Gas and Electric Company, Central 
Illinois Light Co., trustee of Edison Electric Institute, and presi- 
dent of Commonwealth and Southern Corporation. And, of course, 
as a member of the Century, University, Recess, Lawyers, and 
Blind Brook clubs, he meets the right people socially. One of his 
first and most enthusiastic backers was Thomas W. Lamont, of 
J. P. Morgan and Co. 

Among those who jumped on the Willkie bandwagon were two 
bright young men. The first, Oren Root, Jr., a member of the 
_prominent J. P. Morgan law firm, Davis, Polk, Wardwell, Gar- 
diner and Reed, ran a small newspaper ads to raise 
money for the pre-nomination campaign. Russell W. Davenport, 
managing editor for Fortune, America’s most elaborate business 
magazine, quit his job and undertook to coordinate the publicity 
“for Willkie. Davenport says that he met his hero at a Fortune 
“round-table” meeting and fell in love with him at first sight. 
Of course, the fact that Davenport’s father is a vice-president of 
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Present-Day Intellectual’s Chaos 





heatedly debating the difference between “proletarian” 
“revolutionary” literature, two formulas coined by a Soviet 
citizen 
visit to Russia, discovered to be a half-baked politician and 
intellectual fraud. 


and “revolutionary” literature which was begun at the 
Kharkov Congress of “Revolutionary Writers” and trans- 
ported to the United States by such “mental giants” as 


happily forgotten (I am 
record), went on at the New York John Reed Club for more 
than a year. 


sented no difficulty to these 
were simply relegated to the “capitalist” camp without even 
the benefit of 

however, who i 
and has as yet refused to tow the Party 


of the imagination, a 
the. dictum laid down by 
a “proletarian”’ 
society but was himself a slave of its ideology.” 
he never pointed in his 
before the Bolshevik 


magazine that Leopold Averbach, the 


By LEON DENNEN life. 


REMEMBER vividly the humorous spectacle of distin- 
guished American practitioners of the literary craft 
and 


named Leopold Averbach whom I later, upon my 


to the difference between “proletarian” 


The debate as 


Michael Gold, A. B. 


Kunitz, names now 
merely for the 


Magil and Joshua 
mentioning them 


per cent of the American writers pre- 
“literary” comrades, for they 


More than ninety 


“revolutionary.” Upton Sinclair, 
a great deal of integrity 
presented a 
iir could not be called, by any stretch 
“capitalist” writer. Yet, according to 
Averbach at Kharkov, he was not 
he “merely criticized capitalist 
Moreover, 


the label 
those days had 
“ine,” 


Sincle 


real problem. 


writer sinc 


written long 


) “the Bolshevik way out.” 


books (some of them 


Revolution 


Upton Sinclair’s status was debated for several months 


literary boss of Soviet 


Russia, was in disgrace and on his way out. In disgrace, 
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Wendell Willkie: Stigma Remover for Wall Street's 
Billion Dollar Over-Capitalized Public Utilities 


Bethlehem Steel couldn’t possibly have influenced the young editor 
to join up in the Willkie campaign—or could it? 

Dr. John Bauer, the noted utility expert, writing in Dynamic 
America, states: “Mr. Willkie’s accomplishments must be con- 
sidered particularly in the light of the fact that when he took the 
presidency, the Commonwealth and Southern system was one of 
the most water-logged or over-capitalized, in the country. Accord- 
ing to analysis based upon figures reported by the Federal Power 
Commission for the year 1933, the gross book values of the Com- 
monwealth and Southern’s electric properties amounted to about 


Curley Locks 


AS genial as the late Will Rogers, as 
homey as Martha Skellets’ “1000 Ways 
to Please a Husband” (by cooking), as 
studiedly careless about attire as a small 
studio scenario writer, as full of the Amer- 
ican roots as the banks of the Wabash— 
that’s Wendell Willkie . . . as one of the 
shrewdist battery of publicity men in the 
nation is painting him. 

Recently they even secured front page 
publicity for Wendell because he bought a 
book to take with him on vacation—just 
like real folks do... . 

But old touzle-head is not all-white sheep. ““7 7p ay... 
Hoosier Willkie is one of the power. trusts I. B. Altman 
most glamorous publicity -men. He'is more big business than 
Taft, Vandenberg and Dewey put together. 

The side of Mr. Willkie which is hidden by those curly locks 
is revealed here by Irving B. Altman, 1940 prototype of the 
muckrakers who exposed the frenzied finance of the century’s 
lush and early days. Mr. Altman edits the crusading financial 
magazine, Dynamic America... . 























$815 per customer. This compares with about $560 per customer 
for the twenty-two largest holding company systems in the country, 
and with a maximum of about $300 per customer that would be 
reasonably justified on the grounds of prudent investment. Prac- 
tically all the twenty-two systems were overcapitalized, but only 
one exceeded Commonwealth and Southern. The latter even topped 
Associated Gas and Electric, whose flagrant over-capitalization 
has been a matter of nauseous notoriety.” 

The following figures from the Federal Power report will give 
an adequate picture of over-capitalization in the utilities’ field; 


the reader will remember that $300 per customer is considered 

a fair capitalization: 
American Power and Light Co. .. 
Commonwealth and Southern 
Electric Power and Light .. 
Niagara Hudson Power .... 
Southern California Edison ..... 
Associated Gas and Electric 
National Power and Light 
Pacific Gas and Electric . " 




















Stone and Webster ‘3 ” 
New England Power Association . bi ig 
Standard Power and Light 6 sid 


American Gas and Electric ccesssssssssnsssesee 608 


“Mr. Willkie’s principal job as president of the Commonwealth 
and Southern,” continues Dr. Bauer, “was thus to represent and 
defend a system whose capitalization build-up could not be justi- 
fied. He did not create the over-capitalization, but he has success- 
fully supported it. In doing so he has helped to obfuscate the 
general situation in the country, and especially to obstruct the 
advancement of the great projects which were undertaken as a 
matter of national policy. This is his unvarnished record as a 
business man. It is for the voters to decide how this experience 
aptly qualifies him for the Presidency of the United States.” 

* * * 


UDGED by present-day standards, Mr. Willkie is an honorable 
man. He is a man of ability, courage and has plenty of 
masculine “oomph’’—the latter a consideration with our eighty 
million movie-goers. But the fact remains that the Republican 
candidate has given much of his 48 years to the service of corpo- 
rations—and, particularly, corporations who operate in a field of 
“public service” where there is the least justification for private 
enterprise. Willkie justifies his activity against the government 
in the T.V.A. area on the ground that the great federally-owned 
project was in competition with private business. But this only 
goes to prove that Willkie, as in the case of most “liberal” busi- 
ness men who decry monopoly and argue for the free, 
competitive-enterprise system, never practice what they preach. 
Electric power is based upon natural monopoly, and one need not 
be a Socialist to realize that in the field of natural monopoly the 
public interest is best served by public ownership. But Willkie 
talks competition and insists upon monopolistic privilege for him- 
self and his kind. In the light of his actual experience and activi- 
ties, either as a corporation lawyer or as president of Common- 
wealth and Southern, Willkie is a poor bet as a progressive leader 
for the United States at this time. 
In promoting the Willkie campaign for the Republican nomi- 
(Continued on Page Six) 








Grand Coulee- 
New Life for a 
Half-Million 


A dry arid soil will become a 
rich moist loam; a tangled brush 
and parched earth will yield to 


teeming, bustling cities; 40,000 
homeless farmers and their fam- 
ilies will have a new livelihood. 

These are the concrete visions 
seen by the planners in charge of 
the government’s Columbia Basin 
Reclamation project now com- 
pleting the Grand Coulee Dam on 
the Columbia river. 

This largest man-made body of 
water in the world, its 151 mile 
length and 36 mile width makes 
it as long as Lake Ontario, will 
provide an irrigation supply for 
1,200,000 acres of land. Small ir- 
rigated farms will grow alfalfa 
and other forage crops, garden 
truck and other vegetables, fruits 
and berries. 

The income of these future 
Columbia Basin farmers, and the 
townspeople in the cities spring- 
ing up in the wake of this new 
agricultural empire in the North- 
west, will create another substan- 
tial buying market for the manu- 
factured goods and _ processed 
foods of industrial centers in the 
East and elsewhere. An estimated 
half-million population, town and 
country, are expected to settle 
because of these new economic 
opportunities. 

The waters of the new reservoir 
will also be used to generate an 
abundant supply of low-cost 
hydro-electric power to light farm 
and city homes and run factories. 
Sale of the energy will help 
amortize the self-sustaining proj- 
ect whose cost will be repaid in 
50 years, Its capacity of 1,944,- 
000 kilowatts, resulting from 
its tremendous generating equip- 
ment, is the largest in the world. 


I was disgraced, it seems, forever. 

Several weeks later, however, when the “line” came down 
officially from 
“great” 
reached my twenty-third birthday. 


“Leon Dennen’s article on Soviet literature,” wrote A. 
Elistratova as a tribute in International Literature 
ber 1, 1932), the literary bible of American radical intel- 
lectuals, published in Moscow, “should be welcomed as the 
first attempt of the journal (New Masses) to contribute to 
the internationalization of the creative experience of Soviet 
proletarian 
genre of proletarian literature, with which Dennen deals in 
detail, is a most burning (sic!) question for the entire revo- 
lutionary literary movement in America in which the sketch 
is the leading genre.” 

As though this were not enough praise for my “revo- 
lutionary foresight,” the following numbers of International 
Literature (Nos. 2-3, 1932 
“oreatness’ 

“Leon Dennen’s article on Plekhanov and the Marxian 
Approach to Art,” wrote the same lady, “. 
value, and as far as we know, it constitutes the first attempt 


—____ Retreat from Moscow 


ELTSCHMERZ, 
breast-beating, 
have filled the air in the particular 


the scorn, as well as the hypocritical literary 
lectual criticism, of those critics whose loyalties—and in 
many cases whose livelihoods—were owed to Moscow. 

The War, the amoral Realpolitik of Stalin, the ruthless 
march of Hitler has led to a new paralysis of ‘confusion, 
doubt, and retreat to inaction and the Ivory tower. 

Leon Dennen has been tracing that story. 
week laid the ground for the present—dis- of 
Edmund Wilson and a host of other American writers. 
was a big, buxm girl with red cheeks—all of twenty years 
old. She could read a little English but ha! not the slightest 
conception of American life, tradition or lizerature. 

The editors of the New Masses, she complained to me, 
were incorrigible. 


cussion 
integration 
proach. 
yielding of the critical faculties of the Communist critics 
to the mechanical whip-snapping in Moscow, is the con- 
clusion of the first article of a series by Mr. Dennen on 
the impasse before us. 


Fascists Sit on Governing Boards of CP Fronts 
As Comintern Revamps 


By HERBERT SOLOW 


HE meeting of the Greater New York Emergency Con- 

ference on Inalienable Rights was hardly democracy 
run wild. At all general and panel sessions, the chair 
barred motions from the floor. Delegates chiefly listened 
to set speeches. The limited discussion was vague and 
chaotic, dominated by the platform lecturers who took on 
color chiefly when they became factionally pro-Stalinist. 

Without apologies, the long-announced Labor Panel 
chairman gave his gavel to Gardner Jackson, who sounded 
off a private beef against critics of well-meant forgery, 
including his purveying of the phony “Dies-Pelley cor- 
respondence.” Isserman, an old International Labor De- 
fense agent, protested against political persecution by 
glorifying the sole “labor martyr’ named in a set speech 
—Earl Browder, Communist boss and convicted user of 
fraudulent passports. 

Realizing the Communist domination of the Conference, 
several organizations which had been represented there 
broke loose, among them the League for Industrial 
Democracy, the Workers Defense League, the Women’s 
Trade Union League, and several churches. The Ethical 
Culture Society, early a warm supporter, has cooled off; 
one of its leaders, Algernon Black, has quit the continua- 


tions set-up. He has been replaced by a number of reliable 
fellow-travelers, With a 1940 budget of $5,000 met, no- 
body knows just how, and a news letter to spread its 
views, the Conference has actively espoused all current 
Communist-backed drives for “freedom,” and nothing 
else. It hopes to go to town in a big way, and has al- 
ready helped make an impressin on the public mind. 

On June 7 the Conference was instrumental, along with 
like bodies of other regions, in floating the Conference on 
Constitutional Liberties in America. The sponsors in- 
cluded numerous old League for Peace and Democracy 
officials and Communist Party members. The speakers at 
the panel on minority groups were fellow-traveler Max 
Yergan of the Conference, who succeeded recently to the 
presidency of the National Negro Congress when Pull- 
man porter union leader A. Philips Randolph quit be- 
cause the Congress took a Communist, line, and Commu- 
nist Central Committee member Elizabeth Gurley Flynn. 
No Socialists, Trotskyites or anti-Stalin unionists or lib- 
erals were invited. 

* x x 

HIS does not exhaust the roster of new fronts. In an 

effort to catch readers now shying away from the 
Communist New Masses, a new fellow-travelers weekly, 
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literature. The question of the sketch as a 
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as a critic. 


has great 
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confusion, these 





and intel- 


His first dis- 
last 
and shallowness in those intellectuals’ ap- 
This section, tracing some of the history of the 








the 
accidental. 
lying defect, i.e., the insufficient politization of the whole 
work of 
ciently militant party 
term. . 
has not dealt with the historic utterances of Comrade Stalin 


Freeman’s 
at once. And they did. 


Product of Uncritical Adherence to Stalinism 


made in America to utilize and assimilate Plekhanov’s legacy 
in the field of literary criticism.” 


* * od 


ERE, however, there is also a warning against me. It 
seems that somewhere I ran afoul of Stalin’s dictat. I 


had hardly reached the top rung of the literary ladder when 
I was already being “purged.” 
tratova, “we must warn our American comrades right now 
of the dangers connected with a non-critical attitude towards 
the system of Plekhanov’s ideology as a whole, from which 
Dennen’s article suffers.” 


For, said Comrade A. Elis- 


In Stalin’s parlance, this was a danger signal. 
My wrath, however, was somewhat tempered by the fact 


that the editors of the New Masses received a strong verbal 
lashing from the same lady. 
Gold were literally besides themselves. 


Joseph Freeman and Michael 


“The insufficient politization of the work of New Masses,” 


wrote A. Elistratova in her analysis of the magazine, “the 
insufficient impregnation of the whole activity of the journal 
with the spirit of party militancy, leaves an impress on 
the whole of its literary artistic production.” 
language!) 


(Mark the 


More than that: All these mistakes and shortcomings, 
literary commissar of Moscow complained, were not 
“They are traceable,” she said, “to one under- 


the New Masses, to the journal’s lack of a suffi- 
line, in the Leninist sense of the 
. . It is significant in this respect that the New Masses 


and then, to the consternation of the literary comrades, the cocktail party milieus inhabited by 08 —— _ogfemige™ This, of course, is Lean accidental: it is 

, a . : thet genus knows as Intellectualitus entirely due to the insufficient politization of the whole work 
line on literature has changed in Moscow, Sealiutonne, of the New Masses.” 

The search for values, for stand- Had similar charges been made against Joseph Freeman 

H® I might as well mention that it was I who brought ards, are part of the intellectual Leon Dennen and Michael Gold in Moscow, their fate would have been 

the glad (or sad) tidings to my colleagues of the heritage of all of us. But many of sealed. As it was, the Stalinist axe was about to fall on 

John Reed Club. One day I read in a Russian literary the “honest left” have had to face the social ostracism, their literary heads. (Several years later it did fall on 


” 


head.) They had to begin their “confessions 


* * * 


BOUT a year later, upon my visit to Moscow, I met this 
Elistratova, who was dictating with so much confi- 


dence and arrogance the literary “line to the New Masses, 
a magazine that was then publishing in its pages the works 


Theodore 


Anderson, 
She 


such men as Dresier, Slkerwood 


During the presidential campaign they 
(Continued on Page Six) 





Browder 


Friday, has been launched by Cameron Mackenzie, a 
Stalin whip in the Newspaper Guild, Ruth McKenney, 
New Masses editor, and Dan Gilmore, a young Stalinist 
fellow-traveler reputedly playing “angel.” 

On the culture fronts puzzlement still prevails, but 
steps have been taken in the direction of dumping the 
wreckage of the Artists Congress into the American 
Group, a sympathetic painters’ body, and of reviving the 
comatose New Theatre League to replace TAC. There 
has also been launched a new magazine called Films. 

As successor to the Friends of the Soviet Union, the 
Communists have organized their American Committee 
for Friendship with the Soviet Union. Its sponsors in- 
clude Anna Louise Strong, professional Moscow propa- 
gandist; A. Vuorela, advocate of. the Stalin-Kuusinen 
“government of Finland” of brief and notorious duration; 
Henry Hart of the New Masses; T. L. Harris, quondam 
commissar of the peace and democracy boys, and Isobel 
Walker Soule, an old peace and democracy girl, The new 
friendship builders began life with a meeting glorifying 
Stalin’s conquest of Finland. The Stalinists have also re- 
organized, by means of a “Natural Emergency Confer- 
ence,” their fund-raising work carried on in the name of 
Spanish refugees. Their politics and their misuse of 
relief funds cost them control of the Spanish Refugees 
Relief Campaign Committee headed by Bishop Francis 
J. McConnell, Rev. Herman Reissig, Roger Baldwin and 
William Warder Norton. 

The China Aid Council of the American League for 
Peace and Democracy is now the Council, tout court, a 
change which slightly anticipated the Stalin-Hitler pact. 
Freshened with Mrs. James Roosevelt’s name as Honorary 
Chairman, it still distributes funds through ‘an old Chi- 
nese committee set up by Moscow agent Agnes Smedley. 
The American Committee for the Defense of the Foreign 
Born has also been completely revamped, with 28 out of 
the 36 old officers and directors gone. 


ok * * 


HE Stalinists are not the only totalitarians laboring 

to repair the havoc wrought by the pact. William D. 
Pelley, whose New Liberation was largely an outlet for 
Nazi propaganda supplied from Erfurt by Col. Ulrich 
Fleischhauer, has announced the liquidation of his Silver 
Shirt Legion. Paul Castorina’s American Union of Fas- 
cists has also been scrapped. Father Coughlin’s Chris- 
tian Front disciples are contemplating liquidation. Al- 
though Hitler-Mussolini plans for setting up new fronts 
lag behind agents of Stalin’s, this pair is not passive. 
One Bailey, an admirer of Hitler, has set up the Citizens’ 
National Committee to Keep Out of War, thus duplicat- 
ing the Communist attempt to appropriate the name of 
an established anti-war organization. The German-Amer- 
ican Bund, working through Wilhelm Kunze since Fritz 
Kuhn went to Sing-Sing for theft, prefers the slogan 
“Neutrality and Civil Liberties” for its new front set-up. 

* * * 

N erecting its new fronts, the Stalinists play on three 

major sentiments of the man in the street. The first 
is increasingly widespread concern over the persistence 
of mass unemployment; the second is extensive fear that 
Congress may undermine democracy by adopting anti- 
alien and repressive bills now before it: the third is 
grass-roots opposition to foreign war and a conviction 
that eternal vigilance is the price of peace. 

The Communists hope, by playing up to these concerns 
of liberal, labor and peace groups, to recoup the losses 
they suffered from the signing of the pact with Hitler. 
In his recent unsuccessful Congressional campaign, 
Browder’s platform “jobs, peace, civil liberties,” 
desiderata for which he gives not a hoot. Until the pact, 
he favored a holy war against the Berlin-Rome-Tokyo 
rs today, aware that the United States will not back 

erlin or Moscow, Browder damns the war as i -rialis 
seeks to immobilize the United States for alia hans 
Similarly with civil liberties: 
to a U.S.A.-U.S.S.R. alliance, Browder promised that in 
wartime Communists would help suppress dissidents as 
“Fascist traitors,” but now he wants full latitude for 
them. Likewise, the solution of the unemployment prob- 
lem which, according to Browder a year ago, required 
support of the Administration, now requires removal of 
the President who recently criticized Moscow for the 
first time, 

The fact that the fascists sing more or less the same 

(Continued on Page Seven) 
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. Nippon Hurries War End to 


rab Allies’ Asiatic Lands 


By YEN H. DONG 
(Former Puteaw at the Sun-Yat-Sen 
University in China) 
RITAIN has finally acceded to the Japanese 
demand that the Burma Road, supply line of 
the Chinese Government, be closed for three 
months, during which time Japan will seek a 
negotiated peace with China. 

No doubt this concession on the part of the 
British Government has temporarily lessened the 
tension between the two conflicting powers in the 
Far East, but there is considerable question 
whether this concession will help to bring about 
amelioration of conditions in the Far East, as 
the British hope it will. A more stable situation 
so far as Britain is concerned, would exist in 
compelling China to ask for peace, thus save 
British interests from further Japanese menace. 

Japan has been eagerly trying to bring the 
war with China to a close. Since the outbreak 
of the new World War, Japan has been espe- 
cially anxious to bring the “China Incident” to 
an end so that she may be free to throw her 
military and naval power into the struggle for 
the possession of the rich South Sea colonies. 

Behind that move were the costly setbacks the 
invaders were experiencing. In the northern front 
the Japanese offensives to capture Sian, the head- 
quarters of the Chinese Northwestern army, had 
failed. Japanese armies of the Central front were 
on the defensive; they had only recently suffered 
a disastrous defeat in a major campaign to cap- 
ture Chengsha. In the far south the Japanese 
were encountering stiff resistance which checked 
their advance beyond Nanking. 


AVING encountered mounting difficulties and 

costly campaigns without having made any 
decisive gains, Japan’s mili- 
tarists made a second peace 
overture, this time by in- 
stalling the puppet Wang 
Ching-Wei in Nanking, and 
openly inviting members of 
the Chunking (Chiang Kai- 
Shek) government to par- 
ticipate. 

Japan’s primary aim in 
establishing this puppet gov- 
ernment was to cause dis- 
unity in the rank of the 
Chunking, and if this should Chiang 
fail, to have the puppet gov- Kai-Shek 
ernment act as go-between 
in peace negotiations between the Japanese army 
and the Chungking authorities. 

The immediate result of the Japanese move 
was that not a single military leader or impor- 
tant government official deserted Chaing Kai- 
Shek. On the contrary, many close followers of 
Wang Ching-Wei deserted Wang. 

The deserters declared him a traitor and ex- 
posed the conditions for peace set forth by the 
Japanese militarists as prerequisites for Wang’s 
installation as head of the puppet government. 





T this time, with her two most important 

lines of communication with the outside 
world cut off, will China submit to peace on 
Japanese terms? 

It has been emphasized repeatedly by the 
Chinese government that the only condition under 
which she is willing to negotiate a peace with 
Japan is the complete withdrawal of Japanese 
troops from Chinese territory. No matter how 
desirous the Japanese are to end the war and 
relieve the increased suffering at home, her gen- 
erals would never accept such a condition. 

We have reason to believe that there will soon 
be a more intensive campaign of bombing China’s 
open cities. The indiscriminate bombing of Chung- 
king in particular will be increased. The entire 
campaign will be patterned after the blitzkrieg, 
for the Japanese yearn to imitate everything 
German. 

The determination of the Chinese to fight this 
war to the end has been manifest by their three 
long years of gallant resistance. The people of 
China are confident now more than ever that 
Japanese military power alone cannot subjugate 
China. Instead the Japanese invasion has given 


birth to a “Free China.” 
* ok oa 
“E"REE CHINA” is the embodiment of hope for 
the future of China. Out of a_poverty- 
stricken land there now rises the structure of 
modern industry. Szechwan, still free from Jap- 
anese oceupation, is the birthplace of the Indus- 
trial Co-operatives, the most powerful economic 
factor of strength in this war of resistance. 

Here China has not merely rebuilt her muni- 
tions factories, but has built them on scattered 
mobile bases in order to save costly transporta- 
tion expenses and to be near field operating units. 
Gigantic road projects are being rushed. Reserves 
of food and war materials have been built up 
for the past two years, so that now, it is authori- 
tatively reported that China has sufficient am- 
mution to fight Japan for nine months even with 
all ouside sources of supply cut off. 

The Chungking-Kumning-Burma highway con- 
struction was classed as one of the most colossal 
engineering undertakings, considering the fact 
that most of the construction was done by hang, 
by thousands of men, women and children, It 
took China less than two years to open the 
Burma road to traffic. 

China now no longer plans her war of resist- 
ance as a matter of one or two years. She now 
considers the war against Japanese aggression a 
permanent conflict. 

With this attitude, China, at the same time 
she fights Japan, is embarking on large-scale in- 
dustrialization, is training an army of three mil- 
lion new soldiers, in addition to the three millons 
already under arms and is active in the field, 
building new roads—and a new society. 

The newly organized Ministry of Economic 
Warfare, headed by T. V. Soong who is now in 
the United States, is further evidence of China’s 
determination to adequately prepare herself for 
a long fight. 


HY don’t the Japanese generals withdraw 

from China, knowing as they certainly do 
that they can never bring China to her knees. 
One reason is that Japan cannot afford to lose 
face. Another, and a more compelling one, is 
that Japan has engaged too whole-heartedly in 
this war, to back out without causing national 
collapse in Japan itself. 

Like Gexymany in the European conflict, she 
has gambled all she possesses on the Chinese 
war, and she must either emerge the victor or 
break herself in the attempt. 

Japanese imperialists are already taking des- 
perate measures. After three years of a costly 
and largely futile war, Japan finds that her lack 
of essential raw materials is cripping her war 
machine. 

The formation of the Konoye government, the 
sudden inspection trip to the South Sea Islands 
of Admiral Kichisaburo, the sudden arrival in 
Washington of the United States Naval Com- 
mander of the Manila Fleet, and the quiet de- 
parture of two naval columns westward from 
Hawaii are sure signs of real trouble ahead. 

Japan knows that the weight of British influ- 
ence in the Far East depends on the outcome 
of the total war in Europe. If England should 
be overwhelmed by German force, Japan would 
then claim her share of the spoils, as Italy did 
with France. Should England triumph over Ger- 
many, Japan would have to fight the powerful 
English fleet alone. But now that Britain is 
thoroughly occupied in defending her home 
shores, Japan is determined to risk an attack 
on the Dutch East Indies. 

If Japan should succeed in occupying the East 
Indiea without having to fight the United States 
fleet, she will have won the greatest victory in 
the history of Japanese imperialism, 








A over war-torn China a chain of indus- 
trial co-operatives, estimated at from 
1,200 to 1,700, have been set up to provide 
the harried nation with essential commodities 
and to provide employment for the thousands 
of peasants and laborers who have become ref- 
ugees. The latest center of these co-operatives 
has been established in the northwestern sec- 
tion of Kwantung. 
Chinese Industrial Co-operatives, the central 





sponsoring organization, plans also to expand 
into the field of consumer co-operation. The 
CIC hopes to forge a link with marketing co- 
operatives, through supply and marketing de- 
partments, and thus to arrange for the pro- 
duction of goods to be consumed by members 


of the industrial co-operatives. 


According to the law governing co-operative 
in China, five per cent of 


the profits must be 
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By Ferdinand Lundberg 


Author of “America's Sixty Families” 


OR several years now the world has been living on the reassurances of “experts” and every one of these reassurances has been exploded by events. 
The object of the reassurances in every case was to allay “hysteria” and to bolster disintegrating morale. 

The mood of self-deluding reassurance that has grown up throughout the world is a reflex to the emotional debauch of the war of 1914-18, when 
all sense and sensibility was thrown to the four winds. Fearful of a repetition of this debauch, intellectuals everywhere have unconsciously, 
guiltily, taken upon themselves the responsibility for lulling the public into blissful unawareness of impending doom. 

The public everywhere has been talked to as one may talk to a fretful child, has been advised not to be alarmed by anything, until a dangerous 
power of inner resistance to any eventuality has been created. All in fun, of course, one hears rash quips around New York to the effect that 
many things could be worse than Hitler and the Nazis, that if the Nazis were to run New York at least the traffic problem would be solved. I am 
quite sure, for my own part, that if the Nazis were to prevail on this side of the ocean (as they did prevail in fact within the Chamberlain Cabinet) there would 
be no dry sweeping permitted and visible street numbers would be universally required. Furthermore, poolroom loafers would be put to work on rock piles. 

- As part of this game of reassurance and levity, ridicule is directed at the valid concepts of the “Fifth Column” and the “Trojan Horse.” To be sure, rustic 
Hitler idiots have done their best to create skepticism about these realities of our time, with a view po 
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Courtesy of Whitelaw and the London Daily Herald. 





‘The Maginot Mind’, Not 


Democracy, Beat France 


By MALCOLM HASTINGS 
N a previous article dealing with the collapse of France, 
we discussed the immediate causes: lack of national unity 
and purpose, faulty organization—or rather almost com- 





Stalin 


ssibly to the moral disarmament of our power of intelligent 


resistance. I don’t know who it was, for example, that organized 
the Pittsburgh “parashoot” corps, but the step was so fantastically 
ridiculous that it may well have been inspired in Berlin. We 
should not rule out of consideration the possibility that Stalinists 
and Nazis may be behind the ridiculous statements and measures 
of many paperweight patriotic organizations. The penetration of 
devious totalitarian elements into our leading social associations 
has been very deep. 








* o * 


It Can't Happen Here 
TT E game of reassurance was begun in Germany by a war-weary 

generation before Hitler came to power. “It can’t happen here,” 
was what the German intellectuals said when confronted with the 
=: possibility that Germany would follow Italy under the fascist yoke. 
And when Hitler was on the point of stepping into the government 
the theory of Von Papen that governmental responsibility would 
tame the firebrand rateatcher of Branau was given wide circula- 
tion. “Hitler can’t last six months and then he will be discredited,” 
was the word passed around. 

Throughout the period when Hitler strengthened his hold over 
Germany reassurances came thick and fast. We were told that, 
once secure, he would let up on his persecution of the Jews; once 
he had shown that Germany was free of the shackles of Versailles 
he would become a responsible actor in international affairs; once 
he had achieved anschluss with Austria he would settle back to 
peaceful cooperation with the international community; once he 
got the Sudetenland he would be good; once he got Danzig all 
would be well; once the Spanish loyalists were routed he and 
Mussolini would get together with France and England. And so on. 

When the war actually began reassurances again came thick 
and fast. Hitler was to be defeated in Poland by that great 
strategist, “General Mud.” After Poland another great commander 
was ready to dispose of Hitler, and his name was “General Ex- 
haustion.” In the background were the reserves of Economic 
Collapse, Revolution, and the armies of the Allies. 

Hitler would not take Scandinavia. The idea was too fantastic 
to be entertained. It was England and France, in fact, that were 
conniving to “spread the war” by involving Scandinavia, the 
Balkans, the Near East. Hitler, the story went, was really inter- 
ested in limiting the war, and in closing it up quickly to the 
satisfaction of everybody. 

But even if Hitler had such designs they would get him 
nowhere, for there were the Maginot Line, the great French army, 
the British navy, the formidable defenses of Holland and Belgium, 
and the economic resources of the United States to be considered. 
2: Additionally, Germany did not have enough high-test airplane 
== gasoline to carry on effective warfare, and German weapons were 


























plete lack of organization, absence of leadership and en- :: not up to par. To cap it all, Germany was short of butter. 


thusiasm, the crippling of the nation’s capacity for defense, 
moral and material, treachery and sabotage. 
circumstances, defeat was inevitable. 

These circumstances: were the poisonous outgrowth of 
a process of decomposition to which Russia had succumbed 
in the last war and which had furnished the soil for Bol- 
shevism. In one measure or another, other 
cluding particularly Italy and Germany, had also experienced 


the same dislocations, which, in 
their cases, found expression in 
Hitlerism and Fascism. France 
is the last country to yield to 
reaction as the consequence of 
intellectual, social and political’ 
disintegration, 

In her case the effects of the 
last war were especially severe 
as regards man power and drain 
of the physieal organism. She 
found it difficult to recover from 
the bloodletting of 1914-18. Out 
of a population of 40,000,000 she 
had Jost more than 1,500,000 of 
her young men. At the outbreak 
of the present war there were 
2,000,000 more women than men 
in France. The population de- 
cline could not be halted. The 
prospect of another bloodletting 
appalled the people. 

France could have fought this 
war with the help of Russia, by 
whom she was deserted. She 
could have fought this war with- 
out Russia, if she could have 




















mustered the will to mobilize her 
vast imperial resources and pulled 
herself up morally by her boot- 
straps. 

The , after all, had 
suffered the last con- 
flict, both lly and econom- 
ically, but they have preserved 
their capacity for fight and sur- 

val by virtue of their Anglo- 
Saxon grit and political genius. 

The deep aversion to the ne- 
cessity of fighting another war so 
soon after the last conditioned 
France in her policy of fignting 

lefensive”’ war, which m 
( een wise in itself provided 
there had been an adequate d 
fense. The defense proved in- 
adequate because psychological! 
socially and politically France 
a deeply disunited country. 
vas true of both the work- 
ing and middle classes, and of the 
ition a whole. The workers 
were against Hitler and wanted 
his destruction. But they were 
confused and bewildered by Com- 
munist propaganda against the 
war as an “imperialist” war. 

This propag d its de- 
structive vw the fror 
and ¢ ery 4 
ect ot ons ere 

I a va tne » al 

QO war issue Lec 

5] spoke oO vy for a sé n 
the party. Fully fifty per cent 
of th membership supported 
Paul Faure in his ill-concealed 


opposition to the war. One writer 


reports that so bitter was the op- 


countries, in- 


All these reassurances have been vitiated by events, but we 
have a new set of reassurances waiting for us. Hitler will not 
be able to subdue England, for the Channel will prevent the 
transportation of his army. Overlooked (maliciously?) is the fact 
that constant air and water raiding can disorganize England and 
destroy the will to resist in the people. But if England goes, there 
will still be the British fleet, which can retire to Canada and wage 
long-range war on Hitler. This idea implies that one can fight by 
running away, by being driven off the field. 

As for the United States, we are all safe here. The United 


Under these 








of the war. In 
1914, Jaures was assassinated by 


assassination of the 
French Socialism by 
members of his own party. 


seriously under- 
presence in the 


a gift of the late- 
lamented Popular Front. 


Big Industrialists + Aa 
Preferred Defeat =: are finished by corporals, lieutenants and captains—and civilians— 


iddie classes. Those in the 


trongly anti-fas- 


in and around Paris, 
J me “al 

classes were demoral- 
ist conceptions, hav- 





rge propertied elements ha 





d on Page Seven) 


position in the 
ranks of the 
Socialists that : 
for a time 

there was fear 
of the assassi- 
nation of Blum 
by members of 
his own party. 
This one fact 
alone illumines 
with tragic 
light the psy- 
chologic situa- 
tion in France 


States is economically self-sufficient, it is said, a fat misstatement. 
Then there is the large protective ocean between us and the Nazis. 
Entirely disregarded is the fact that the country is impregnated 
with totalitarian doctrine and a reckless spirit of narrow selfishness 
that will, in time, prove self-defeating. In one sense, the United 
States has already been conquered by the totalitarians, and this 
fact is evidenced in the apparent willingness of large bodies of people 
to come to an “understanding” with the totalitarian states and 
to emulate totalitarian practices. Some persons may believe that 
once such an understanding is reached the totalitarians will rest 
on their oars, but the whole history of these states shows their 
motto to be: “One step backward and two forward.” 


« « 


Amateurs Won, Professionals Lost 
N evaluating the reassurances given on every hand one should 
also evaluate the experts themselves that give the reassurances. 
Many military and naval officers have testified, for example, that 
no force can cross the Atlantic, that the United States cannot be 
assailed either by air bombers or by submarines, that the Navy 
can handle any attacking force. 

These are all very valuable reassurances, very valuable, polit- 
ically, to Hitler, and to no one else. The expressed object of such 
reassurances is that the country not prepare itself for any large 
eventuality. 

I have no doubt that the experts mean well and believe their 
own theories. But I can’t help observing that all high military 
officers who have come to position in time of peace are inevitably 
discarded once war begins. Wars are begun by generals who 
have attained their titles by a process of routine promotion. They 


1940 there was 


ef the war in- 


some 2,000,000 





, PaP 2 who have learned their business in actual war. 
n the working ?: The 


, military men of peacetime are actually unemployed. 
counterpart in " 


Although they are on the government payroll they are not working 
at their profession, are merely warehouse and supply super- 
: intendents and janitors in uniform. They have learned nothing 
:? from experience in war because they have had no experience 
2: with war. All they know about war they have learned from text- 
books. It is these men who begin any war invariably by resuming 
the conduct of the previous war. 
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clase confreres .. Peacetime Generals Inept 
and Italy, where #7: As soon as they are confronted on the field by intelligent 
ts d co- 22 Civilians, corporals, lieutenants and captains, their ineptitude 
cabanhinn at the becomes plain, and they are retired to their old tasks of super- 
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mos ta the fale tending warehouses and measuring red tape. The French army 
tom wail Wasson was led by long-established generals. In the German army nobody 
a i ane s in command whose rank topped that of captain a few years 
ulieuhie The go. Hitler wisely retired all the generals—von Seeckt, von Blom- 
ceaneaiheien cain berg and von Fritsch. Stalin, too, it will be noted, got rid of all 
: far his generals and instead of making a mistake (from the military 
; " ome pm int of view), as it has been widely argued, probably made no 
anid uname mistake at all. H 
The history of military affairs has been the history of the : 
; riumph of the amateur over the professional, and it is only when 
vit amateur has turned professional and has come to over-estimate 32 
1] his powers that he has met his Waterloo. The Russian revolution 23 
: tal ling was fought by amateurs against professional generals. The ama- } 
- (Continued on Page Six) ; 
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Intellectual Chaos 
Product of Stalinism 


(Continued from Page Four) 
permitted their artists to depict pictorially for some childish 
reason the fight between the Republican and Democratic 
parties as a contest between an elephant and a donkey in. 
stead of portraying it as a struggle between two blood- 
thirsty capitalists. 

Yet so deep was the depravity of our “liberal” and 
“radical” intellectuals who swallowed uncritically the 
Stalinist “line’—and these, unfortunately, constituted until 
recently a great majority of our writers, artists and teachers 
—that even this intellectual moron could dictate to them at 
her will her ideas on literature, and they accepted it as the 
wisdom of the ages simply because it originated in the 
Mecca of Stalinism. 

INCE I have indulged in this bit of reminiscences in order 

to shed additional light on the intellectual integrity of 
the Dorothy Parkers, Donald Ogden Stewarts, Leane Zug- 
smiths, Malcolm Cowleys and the rest of the Stalinist 
“literary” gentry, shall not describe the number of letters 
and telegrams admitting the “mistakes” of the editors of 
the New Masses that were dispatched to the bosses in 
Moscow. But each one was a veritable “confession” before 
a purge. 

Perhaps in retrospect I am somewhat simplifying the 
process of disintegration that went on for the last decade 
or so among our “liberal” and “radical” intellectuals. The 
truth is that the depression of 1929 resulted almost spon- 
taneously in the revival of a literature of social protest in 
the United States. Deeply moved by the depression and the 
suffering it had caused; convinced that the economic order 
of the country had been broken beyond repair, and moved 
by sympathy and compassion for the victims of the economic 
crisis, many American intellectuals set out to create a 
literature that would have a social function, that would 
illuminate the social scene and bring its darkest places 
clearly into view. 

This new mood was most widespread in New York, 
particularly among the young, ambitious and jobless in- 
tellectuals who embraced the creed of Communism because 
they saw in it an end of their disillusionment. 

Mr. H. L. Mencken is undoubtedly right when he says 
that the “writers of the Thirties have been enslaved by the 
Bushwah of the pinks” and that “no good art can come 
from men who believe in the blah of their times.” 

But it is not only because they accepted uncritically the 
“blah” of the times that our “liberal” and “radical” intel- 
lectuals contributed so little of significance to our life and 
literature. For other forces, alien both to literature and to 
American tradition, worked hard to capitalize upon the 
literary revolt of our intellectuals and direct it into their 
own channels. There arose a type known as “fellow- 
traveler.” More often than not he was neither an intel- 
lectual nor a writer but a “literary diplomat” like Alexander 
Trachtenberg, the kead of the International Publishers, 
whose function it was to entice the ambitious and unsus- 
pecting intellectual into the Stalinist sphere of influence. 
They operated with catch-phrases and slogans—‘Literature 
as a Class Weapon,” the “Dialectical Approach to Litera- 
ture,” etec—which were supplied to them by the Stalinist 
literary cliques that were dominant at the moment in Soviet 
Russia, but which had little to do with literature. 

Among these, of course, there was also many honest, 
sincere _ able practitioners of the literary craft. Thus 
Erskine Caldwell gave us his brutally-realistic study of a 
poverty-stricken and depraved Southern tenant family; John 
Dos Passos painted the hollowness and wastefulness of pre- 
depression American life (particularly in his U.S.A. trilogy) ; 
James T. Farrell, the degeneration of the lower middle-class 
Irish, 

In criticism there were men like Edmund Wilson, John 
Chamberlain, Van Wyck Brooks, who probed earnestly for 
a way out of the blind alley in which the social and eco- 
nomic life in America found itself as a result of the de- 
pression. 

These, however, unable to follow the turns and twists 
of the Stalinist Party “line” emanating from Moscow, have 
long since placed a ten-foot intellectual pole between them- 
selves and their Stalinist contemporaries. 





HE majority of the “Proletarian-literature” boys and 

girls are merely Stalinist hacks, whose literary function 
was to follow the zig-zags of the Communist Party line. 

When Earl Browder, upon his return from Moscow, 
ordered the Communists to abandon their pseudo-revolu- 
tionary line and pay lip-service to the New Deal and Popular 
Frontism, “Proletarian Literature” received new and vocal 

* adherents from unexpected quarters. The cynics of yester- 
day, bored with Hollywood and their pent-houses, decided to 
become r-revolutionists. 

For Miss Dorothy Parker and her coterie to become 
Stalinist “revolutionists” was like changing a pair of gloves. 
Yesterday they were rugged individualists; today they pro- 
claimed the death of the individual and the glory of the 
collective—Stalinist Man. 

The shallow little souls who were literary “rebels” in 
their youth, breaking glasses in their surrealist cafes, 
sneering at Socialism and Socialists, and who became mem- 
bers of the “misunderstood” “Lost Generation” in their 
middle age, have suddenly discovered in their declining 
years that by embracing the creed of Stalinism, one can 
have the romance of the revolution without any of its re- 
sponsibilities. 

They could now sip a cocktail while discussing—in the 
dark secrecy of a Hollywood salon, to be sure—the “dia- 
lectical materialist approach to literature.” The workers 
became to them an object of love, adoration, adulation, but 
more often a subject of intellectual speculation. 

Glibly, in the best pent-house fashion, they began to 
speak about “Marxist” literature and write nonsense about 
workers forgetting (or never knowing) that a true social 
literature is one, as Engels said, where the proletarian bias 
flows from the situation and the action itself without being 
explicitly formulated. 

Perhaps the best characterization of these pent-house 





“rebels” was given by Waldo Frank, who was a leader 
among them and who paid as a result the full price, both 
intellectually and morally. 

“The history of the overwhelming mass of intellectuals 
in our time,” he writes, “is a shifting from one fragmentary 
vision, one fragmentary doctrine, to the next; a submersion 
in eddies, a being carried away by current winds of fancy. 
In America tl 
extreme... .” 

As a dramatic instance Mr. Frank points out the atti 
tude of our “liberal” and “radical” intellectuals toward the 





kaleidoscope of superficiality has been 
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Communist Party and the doctrine of Marx as _ inter- 
preted by it. 














Those intellectuals who a ed the “line” of the Ame 
ican Communist Party, h¢ . “for the most part did so 
blindly, scrutinizing neither the logic nor the basic premises 
of Marx; adopting a subservience to p¢ al leaders and a 
servile view of art and literature a ‘ntially a tool of 
social agitation o1 eporting which stultifies the whol 
autonomy of the intellectual’s missio1 

The bloody war now iging Europe has once more 
frightened our “liberal’ te ye Or n they are 
in search of “new” values. Many of them h: “jumped off 
the Stalinist train” and are running fo ver. The literary 
magazines are once more full t t recriminations, 
breast-beating and calls to repenta: In the hi tory ol 
American literature and social thought, however, they will 
be remembered as the “Irresponsibles,” as Archibald Mac- 
Leish so aptly characterized them, who were responsible for 
the chaos and confusior pt t-day social, moral and 


intellectual life. Giccieiibiia 


Nazis’ Young Generals 
Plan Invasion of U.S. 


(Continued from Page Five) 
teurs won. The French revolution was similarly fought, and with 
similar result. 

The American Civil War was fought on the Federal side by 
amateurs after the disastrous opening months, and a man, low in 
his class at West Point, who stood behind the plough at the 
beginning of the war, was general-in-chief of the armies of the 
Republic in the final stages. That general was Grant, who was 
considered no soldier at all and who, in fact, was not a soldier in 
the professional sense. Grant was a farmer when the war began, 
was a farmer during the war, and was a farmer (in spirit) at 
the end of the war and when he was President. At no time was 
Grant a professional military man. At no time—not even at 
Appomattox—was he considered the peer of Lee. 

The experts still write that Lee was the military superior of 
Grant, had more finesse, could achieve more with greater economy 
of action and of men. Lee’s movements were beautiful; Grant’s 
were crude, uncouth, unworthy of an officer and a gentleman. The 
only difference between Grant and Lee was that Grant won the 
war. Lee could only win battles. 

Hitler, too, is an amateur, and is surrounded by amateurs who 
have made fools of the Gamelins and Weygands. Only one man 
in France, had he been heeded, was capable of defeating Hitler 
and he was Colonel Charles de Gaulle, inventor of the very tactics 
by which France was defeated. Seniority and routine kept de 
Gaulle, inventor of mass tank tactics, in the lower ranks. 

One hope in the current situation is that England’s military 
endeavor is ruled by a rank amateur, Winston Churchill, whose 
amateur brain in the last war conceived the masterly Gallipoli 
attack, which failed only because Churchill’s requirement for an 
attack in force was disregarded in favor of an economical attack 
that was bound to fail. 

The Russian civil war, we should not forget, was won by a 
rank amateur, a pamphleteer and street-corner orator. All the 
military geniuses of modern times have been amateur civilians or 
corporals, and it is a lesson worth observing. The military expert 
tells us what is impossible; the amateur who wins wars tells us 
what is possible. The military expert deals with words; the 
amateur with deeds. 


Experts Like Ostriches 

EGATIVE predictions are always sheer speculation, but the 

military experts freely hand out negative predictions. It is 
palpably erroneous, for example, to hold that the United States 
cannot be invaded and conquered. All that is required to conquer 
the United States is to implement the correct strategy and tactics. 
No expert alive can say that such correct strategy and tactics will 
not be discovered by a person interested in the problem. 

A reasonable motive éxists for the invasion of the United States. 
The country is exceedingly rich. Does the will to invade it 
anywhere exist? One does not know, affirmatively or negatively, 
but one does know that the will to undertake vast conquests does 
exist in the world. Certainly we do know that the United States 
is not being left out of the calculations of the totalitarian dictators, 
who make every effort to influence public opinion here and to 
penetrate into our social associations and into our industries via 
trade unions and organizations formed to support various worthy 
“causes.” The Stalinist penetration, it can be proven by all the 
laws of evidence, is very great, and exists only to serve the 
interests of Moscow. 

What do any of our military experts know of the honeycombing 
of American society with elements responsive only to the dictates 
of foreign capitals—Rome, Berlin, Moscow? Such a factor is en- 
tirely left out of all military considerations, although it obviously 
has a bearing upon the military situation. To what extent will 
the American army, air force and navy be penetrated by disloyal 
clements? Do any of the “experts” know? 


Owing to the influences that have been brought to bear for 
many years upon our people the plain fact is that no military 
expert can predict how our forces would function against a totali- 
tarian onslaught. How many units of the fleet will be disabled by 
sabotage? To what extent will ground crews, made up of mechanics 
many of whom have been subjected to Stalinist and Nazi influence, 
hinder the service of the planes? 

The stark fact is that the “experts” know nothing about any 
of these factors and their opinion is worthless. 


In summary, beware of experts. Beware of political experts, 
especially of those who are intimately acquainted with the opera- 
tions of Hitlerism but also of those who claim to know nothing 
of Hitlerism. Beware of military experts, for they have had no 
experience at all. And beware of economic experts, who live in 
a world of abstracted facts, who fail to take into consideration 
living processes. Beware, finally, of any professional expert who 
at this point in history gives reassurances and proves that every- 
body may now go home and enjoy a good night’s sleep. 


The time has long since passed when one might with any 
reasonableness feel reassured. The time has arrived to feel intelli- 
gently alarmed, and to prepare for any eventuality. 


Willkie: Remover of 
Wall Street Stigma 


(Continued from Page Four) 


nation, big business used typically big business methods. The 
“spontaneous” movement for Willkie is just so much nonsense. 
Every device employed by modern business was utilized to put 
Willkie over. Willkie’s headquarters are found in 10,000 brokerage 
offices throughout the country. Adyertising agencies lent their 
experts in molding public opinion, and a subservient press did 
more than its.share in building up the now Willkie myth. The 
press in its enthusiasm for the utility man went the limit and for 
awhile it appeared they were going to make the mistake of over- 
doing the job of building sentiment for their choice. The goo ran 
thick and sickening sweet. In other words, to the trained eye and 


ear, the whole Willkie publicity campaign stank no less than his 
campaign against the T.V.A. project. 

The same methods used by the utilities in the attack upon the 
Utility Holding Act of 19385 were employed to advance the cause 
of Willkie. Little people, with a few shares invested in utility 





companies, are to write letters and 
send telegrams. Employers pay for the telegrams of employees. 
One lady of our acquaintance, the holder of possibly a hundred 


lined up by brokers and urg 























shares of public utility stock, paid for telegrams of her chauffeu. 
and maid. Oh, yes, the signatures are authentic; but that’s how 
it’s done. But, unfortunately, the average “investor” does not 
realize that he has more at stake in protecting his interests as 
a consumer than as investo This writer has known investors 
who: were more concerned about dividends on their shares amount 
ing to no more than $10 or $12 a year t they were about 
excess charges for electricity paid by them amounting to two o 
hree times the dividends. These are the people who today are 
ge Willkie buttons 
In address eR ric convention after his nominatic 
Willkie told t is 1 delegate tha e stood pledged “t 
advan nt y cause and fi the preservation of 
American democracy.” The cause of tl Republican Party this 
ea i eve r the tlor ’ the inte ts of 
g b 1 Undoubted ‘s mind th 
herance cause and t r t American de- 
cra are on ame thir 
But in the opinion of this writer, Main Street will continu: 
to prefer Washington as the national capital rather than Wall 
Street fhe cause of the preservation of American democracy 
will be best served by a vote for Roosevelt and Wallace. 


HOFMANN AND ELMAN At Astor Theatre 


AT STADIUM THIS WEEK 


The Stadium Concerts, now in 
its final fortnight of the season, 
offers two famous soloists, Josef 
Hofmann and Mischa Elman, the 
week of August 3 and 4. 

Monday night Hofmann comes 
from his California home espe- 
cially to play the Mesthowan “Em- 
peror” Concerto at the Stadium 
with the Philharmonic-Symphony 
Orchestra under Hans Wilhelm 
Steinberg. The first half of the 
program is devoted to Tchai- 
kovsky: the “Romeo and Juliet” 
and the Fourth Symphony. 

Tuesday marks Steinberg’s last 
appearance this summer as con- 
ductor. Eor his final program he 
has chosen ‘Sibelius’ En Saga, 
Liszt’s Mazeppa, Respighi’s Foun- 
tains of Rome, Gershwin’s Amer- 
ican in Paris, and Johann Strauss’ 
“Emperor” Waltz. 

Massimo Freccia, musical di- 
rector of the Havana Philhar- 
monic Orchestra, returns to the 
Stadium for the third successive 
season on Wednesday night in a 


Band Leader 








Will Osborne, above, and his 
band head the Strand stage show 
this week. 











program including the Beethoven ; : 
ROXY FEATURES . Fifth, Strauss’ Till Eulenspiegel, . = 
THE MAN I MARRIED and the Nocturne and Scherzo Leslie Howard has one of the 


featured rolls in the long running 
“Gone With the Wind,” now in 


“The Man I Married,’ Darryl from Mendelssohn’s “Midsummer 
F, Zanuck’s film version of the Night’s Dream.” 





Liberty Magazine story by Oscar Mischa Elman will be the so- . i 
rae - . F b. Tn} ier Ss seve nth at the Astor. 
Schisgall, is the screen feature loist in the Tchaikovsky Violin its seventh mon 
beginning Friday, hee 2, at Concerto under Freccia on Thurs- . aoe 
the Roxy Theatre. day. The program will include STADIUM PROGRAMS FOR 


Winter-Spring by Ernest Bloch, 
Sarabande by Debussy-Ravel, and 
Respighi’s Pines of Rome. 


Joan Bennett, Francis Lederer, 
Lloyd Nolan and Anna Sten head 
the cast of players in the new 


THE WEEK 


Conductor: Hans Wilhelm Stein- 


20th Century-Fox production. On Friday Freccia will conduct  , ; € Aueust 3 

Dennis Day, singing star of the ‘Eroica”’ Symphony of Beet- 9°" . CSE RAr Ge MeosAxere ce eS 
Jack Benny’s radio program, hoven, preceded by the Rossini 4, 5 and 6. es a 
headlines the new Fanchon and Overture to “La Scala di Seta” Saturday, | August 3, at 8:50 
Marco presentation on the Roxy and followed by Wagner’s “Sieg- P- _™. Soloist, Joan Field, vio- 


stage. fried Idyl,” the Interlude and __linist. -Fantastic Symphony, Ber- 
In addition to the four stars, Dance from De Falla’s “Vida lioz; Violin Concerto, Mendels- 
the cast of “The Man I Married” Breve” and Sibelius’ Finlandia. sohn; Merry Waltz (ist New York 
includes Otto Kruger, Maria Ous- On Saturday he will conduct performance), Klemperer; “Fle- 
penskaya, Ludwig Stossel, Johnny the Mozart Symphony in G minor, dermaus’ Overture, Joh, Strauss. 
Russell, Lionel Royce, Fredrik Wagner’s “Rienzi Overture, the Sunday, August 4, at 8:30 p. 
Vogeding, Carl Ottmar, Ernst Castelnuove-Todesco Overture to razade, Rimsky-Korsa- 
Deutsch, Egon Brecher, William ‘The Taming of the Shrew,” De- ition March, Meyer- 
Kaufman, Charles Irwin and bussy’s “La Mer” and Borodin’s Macabre Saint- 
Frank Reicher. “Prince Igor” Dances. ’ Apprentice, Du- 
Irving Pichel directed from the : — es tavel. _ 
screenplay by Oliver H. P. Gar- NEW JEAN HERSHOLT 
rett and Raymond Griffith was MOVIE AT PALACE 









ugust 5, at 8:50 p. 
f ran 








associate producer. T] ; Pal ase In, this —: 
. . 1 1@ new prover: at the Palace ‘ n the 1ext ‘ay o 
In addition to Dennis Day, the tl} ‘ pe r Pine oh: aS + ee l = rt next cleat night.) 
7 ne wee igus Or in lost sof Ime lk a 
new stage show at the Roxy a eek of August 3rd include ; Soloist, Jos Ho fman, piano. 
features Coleman Clark, tab le ee stian Meets the Women’ “Romeo and Juliet,” Tchaikovs 
init winds: a en with Jean Hersholt again as the Symphony No. 4, Tchaikovsky; 
tennis expert; Dick, Don an : : ‘ # . -* 
be loved medico of River's I no Concerto No. 5, “Emperor, 


Dinah, Val Setz, Ben Yost’s New Tis 





encounter with a get- 















Yorkers, the Gae Foster Girls. thin-« sits vst eee | 1 o 
“47 , thnin- ul nN systen nvr uce¢ D\ 
and Paul Ash with the Roxy . I ee et, és Peres age Tuesd August 6, at 8:30 p. 
7 ; * a designing crackpot tit 5 a I 
Theatre Orchestra. Fane) ‘ggeris : . m. (Steinberg’s last appearance 
cae . [ersholt is viven } opportt nit 
_A new edition of the Roxy ip adiw. Tne linha: slant: ‘Savas this season.) —En Sibelius; 
News and Pictorial Review com- Pree pc : ee Mazeppa,. Liszt: } ountains of 
Kennedy provides much t PI : 
pletes the new program, merriment, Rod LaRoc , Rome, Respi American in 
1ierriment, LOC szahocque the : , 
' ; menace, Marilyn Merrick and Paris, G win; Emperor Waltz, 
SOUTH OF PAGO PAGO' AT Frank Albertson the love interest, J02ann S 
RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL and for ; ie Dorothy ; Conductor:. M ne Freccia, 
_ : : F ovett ry, es fou ne ist 7, 8, 9, 1 
Following the successful engvage- W 1] liv J id} Sie : vY 4 , so 
ment of | This, and Heaven p KOR lio eS ee a 
Too,’ the City Mu wmadio re } A a ’ & ) 
this week entine n ) \ ( Overture 
Small’s fil of Soutl ’ é C S} or No 
mance l ad ture ‘South o 1 ne, Beetho ... ara Eulenspiegel, 
Pago Pago. ie M el Strauss; N ! and Seherzo, 
Starred in the new film are 4 “i Mace = “Mid ner vIsAL Ddeam,” 
Im 3 with ‘Te hates ee . age Ret Hei rage 
Victor McLaglen, Jon Hall and Wan “Dr. AYISU Meets _ the Mendelssohn; Overture to “Wil- 
Frances Farmer. = acts liam Tell,” Ros 


On the Music Hall stage is 
a new Leon I idoff vue, 
“County Fair,” it which Jan 





T GREATEST Fi 
fester | CAMIDEN FIRE ,,ohtat6st Fine 
dancer, a cast hora udi o ALSO THRIL LING AIR AND SEA BATTLES! 

many ¢ lebrater circu ! WILLKIE VS. ROOSEVELT—CAST YoUR VOTE IN OUR 
as “Yo Yo, the Wonder ‘Horse’ “PRESIDENTIAL PIN POLL Fs wi 
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“Go Go, the Magical (] 
Also in the cast are the Rockettes, 
the Glee Club, the Corps de Ballet 
and the Symphony Orchestra di- 
rected by Erno Rapee. 
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PARAMOUNT FEATURES 
HUGE STAGE-SCREEN 
SHOW 
With Allan Jones and Irene 


COOL THOUGHT! 


Hervey on the een as well as \ T 
in Abe <a. the oe Yor k Par : = AIR-CON DITION ED 
mount will present it 1 


bitious show of the su 
screen attraction is i 
From Syracuse,” which in addi- 
tion to Jones and Miss Hervey 
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CAPITOL now 
MICKEY ROONEY fun 





stars Joe Penner, Martha Rave 

and Rosemar Lane. I S an ] Z T 

asaptation of the pon JUDY GA RLAND SONgS 
sroadway sical St ess of the “4b ys } i , 
mi aon. A os the baw l OGET H ER mn M-G-M S 


mount will also present Xavier 
Cugat and his orchestra with Ray 
Bolger as an extra added attrac- 
tion, 


BEST Hardy Family Hit 
“ANDY HARDY 
MEETS DEBUTANTE” 


He who would be free must 
strike a blow for freedom. Join the 
Social Democratic Federation. 
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STADIUM CONCERTS 
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TCHAIKOVSKY: Symphony No. 4 


















‘Does a woman ever really 
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THE National Executive 

York City, Sunday, August 

at 10 a. m. in the Hotel Astor, 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

Robert A. Hoffman, 





Committee will meet 
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Hundreds to Attend 
» xv Oneal Farewell Dinner 


Several hundred Social Democrats, trade unionists and 
friends of James Oneal will gather to honor and to bid 
farewell to Jim and his family in the Hotel Diplomat on 
Thursday, August 8th, at 7 p. m. sharp. Reservations are 
$1.25 per person and should be made at once through August 
Claessens, 7 East 15th St., N.Y.C. Tel.: ALgonquin 4-2620. 

James Oneal one of the most colorful and gifted 
among the pioneer Social Democrats in the U.S.A. He is 
thoroughly f: ar with the 
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WORKMEN'S MUTUAL 
FIRE INSURANCE 
SOCIETY, inc. 

(ORGANIZED 1872) lie ‘ t of b 
A Co-operative Fire Insurance é tici that 
Society Owned and Operated M t I 

by Workingmen ( 

100% Unionized 
HOUSEHOLD FIRE INSUR- 
ANCE AT ACTUAL COST 


Average Rate 10 Cts. Annually 
for every $100.00 Insurance 
Fire Losses Appraised Liberally 
Upon Admission every member 
must make a deposit equal to 
90 cents for every $100.00 of 
Insurance. This deposit will be 
repaid in full unon withdrawal 
For further information 
apply to the Main Office 


227 EAST 84th STREET 
New York City 
Telephone REgent 4-2432 
Ask for booklet 62 





~ Columbia Tea Co. 





Order from your grocer this famous 
Russian tea Known to millions as 


“SWEE-TOUCH-NEE TEA” 
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station at.9 p. m., named Joseph Curran, presi- 
dent of the CIO National Maritime Union, as 
an. authority for the German accusation. 

“The Berlin announcer declared: ‘The Ger- 
man authorities have received additional infor- 
mation showing conclusive proof of the planned 
attack in a statement by the famous American 
labor ‘leader, Joseph Curran, president of all 
the American seamen’s unions, who telegraphed 
the authorities that he had evidence that there 
are three British Secret Service agents among 
the crew of the President Roosevelt and they 
are preparing to commit an act of violence on 
the vessel’s return voyage.’ ” 

The charge that British agents plan to blow 
up: neutral passenger ships with the intention 
of blaming the Nazis is one of the shopworn 
publicity devices of Dr. Goebbels’ ministry of 
propaganda. 
~ Reporters anxious to confirm the Berlin 
broadcast scurried about New York for several 
hours trying to locate Curran, but without 
success.. Finally, William L. Standard, the 
union’s attorney who never fails to march in 
Communist May Day parades, was. available 
for comment. 

Belatedly, Standard revealed that on the day 
the President Roosevelt sailed, an anonymous 
letter reached Curran stating that British 
Secret Service men planned to destroy the 
vessel on her return voyage. 

Did Mr. Curran communicate this information 
to agents of the FBI? 

No. 

Why not? 

He thought it was a crank fetter. 

How did the Nazi broadcaster get his in- 
formation? 

No answer. Mr. Standard didn’t know. 

Passengers returning on the S.S. Manhattan 
on July 19 complained to officials of the United 
States Lines conecrning the offensive pro-Nazi 
behavior. of many of the NMU crew aboard. 
Elated stewards burst into cabins to tell of 
Nazi, military victories. They pointed proudly 
to two swastikas inlaid in the floor of the 
liner’s  bar—in this case, decorative American 
Indian symbols—and said to the passengers: 
“That's us all over!” 

--The Manhattan’s newspaper, edited by the 
‘Fadio operator, a member of the Communist- 
controlled American 
tion, was defeatist in character, it was Smid, 
highlighting German victories and British re- 


Communications Associa- 


verses. ’ 

Officials of the line said they attempted to 
remedy this situation by discharging known 
Bund. members, but that replacements sent by 
the NMU’s Stewards’ Devision, where most of 
the Nazis are concentrated, were equally un- 
desirable. 

Members of the United States 
Commission are frankly concerned 
presence of active Nazis and Communists in 
the U. S. merchant fleet. They point out that 
in the event of war with the Axis powers, our 
ships would be at the mercy of totalitarian 
saboteurs on board American vessels. 

An official of the Maritime Commission re- 
vently described to me the comparative ease 
with which a modern liner could be put out 
of commission by an enemy sympathizer among 
the ship’s crew. He said: 

“The use of emery 
simplest way in which to cripple a vessel and 
leave her helpless on the high seas. Emery dust 
does not have to be smuggled aboard ship, as it 
can be found in any machine shop. 

“On his last round before being relieved, the 
saboteur can pour a thimbleful of emery dust 
into one or more oil-cups of the ship’s ma- 
chinery. This would, naturally, settle to the 
bottom of the cup by the time the relief oiler 
came on duty. When the relief man next filled 
the oil-cups, he would unwittingly wash the 
dust down the ‘hair’ or wick of the engine. 

“This would score the babbit, diverting the 
oil from its proper channels and causing the 
affected parts to ‘burn.’ The ship could thus 
be caused to stop at any pre-arranged time for 
whatever purpose the enemy had in mind. In 
addition, it would almost be impossible to dis- 
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cover the culprit.” 

“A well-meaning and charming lady, 
sympathy with the Communist Party is only 
exceeded by her ignorance of the bona fide labor 
movement, asked me the othr day if I did not 
think that exposure of the Communist control 
of the NMU played into the hands of the ene- 


whose 


mies of labor. 

My reply was that every corrupt labor leader, 
when caught red-handed with the goods, pleads 
that publicity in the press will play into the 
hands of the employers. Every Scalise and Bioff 
in the labor movement uses the same argument 
Unions have been wrecked by racketeers, gang- 
sters, and by the Communist program of “rule 
or. ruin.” But no union has ever been wrecked 
by the truth. 

The National Maritime Union is not a genuine 
labor union dedicated to the economic and social 
welfare of its members. It is a political racket 
operating in the interests of a potentially 
hostile foreign government. And like all of- 
fenders whose guilt rests upon documentary 
evidence, they are quick to cry: “Forgeries!” 

In his reply in the Daily Worker to the first 
of these articles, Curran said: “We are attacked 
because we have increased wages in the industry 
nearly fifty per cent.” 

An original copy of the minutes of a joint 
membership meeting of the NMU, held on 
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, By Charles Yale Harrison 


November 4, 1938, contains a rank-and-file re- 
buttal of this statement. A member of the 
Engine Division is speaking: 

“A year and a half ago this union was one 
of the most militant in the country. We got 
what we wanted off the shipowners. We got it 
every time: better food, better quarters. And 
after we went so far along that line the policy 
changed, and all of a sudden we were told not 
to fight the shipowners but to go down to 
Washington and fight our own government. 
There isn’t a good agreement today. The Black 
Diamond agreement was bad. The Tanker 
agreement was worse. The third one is an 
open shop agreement. In other words, the union 
instead of getting stronger and stronger, like 
a political clique in this union would have us 


think it was doing, is getting weaker and 
weaker.” 
Another rank-and-file member, Roscoe Wil- 


liams, Card No. 12,011, condemns the Curran 
leadership as follows: 

“The Communists are as bad as the ship- 
owners, they’re both out to use the union for 
their own ends. If the reds would leave their 
beliefs uptown, we’d all be much better off. 
They’re in the union for one reason: t@ build 
the party.” 

The wage increase, of which Curran boasts, 
were won by a united union, before its best 
and most devoted members were purged for 
opposing the political line of the Communist 
Party. Ever since Curran assumed full control 
in 1938, the results have grown steadily worse. 

Contracts have been lost, the open shop has 
returned, unnecessary concessions have been 
made to the shipowners. The recent $5-$10 
wage increase in the industry was due solely to 
the action of the Seamen’s Union of the Pacific. 

The official organ of the A. F. of L. seamen’s 
union in its issue of July 7, 1940, says: “The 
main function of the Curran leadership seems 
to be to break down the wage standards and 
conditions of the American seaman.” 

Like most unions that are run for the per- 
sonal or political benefit of a clique, the NMU 
frequently employs the frame-up to discredit 
and oust members of the opposition. Seamen 
under suspicion of anti-Communism who handle 
union funds, for one reason or another are 
suddenly called upon to turn in their books.- In 
all cases a “shortage” is discovered and the 
victim is tried by a packed committee and ex- 
pelled. 

Thus, of the 146 seamen expelled from the 
union as of February 9 of this year, according 
to the union’s records, 42 were accused of em- 
bezzlement, absconding with union funds, petty 
larceny and other variations of this favorite 
device of the Communist Party in “exposing” 
comrades who balk at the party line. This 
would seem to indicate that a greater percentage 
of crooks, thieves and embezzlers are to be 
found among seamen than in any other trade, 
which of course is obviously absurd. 

For apparent reasons, none of these anti- 
Cmmunists charged with financial irregularity 
are ever reported to the police authorities. 
Peter innes, a former officer, responded to the 
customary charge by bringing a suit for libel 
against Curran and the union, alleging $225,000 
damages. This case is now pending in the New 
York courts. 

Violence is commonplace in the affairs of the 
union. “Dumping,” the seaman’s expression for 
to slug or to blackjack, is resorted to freely. 
The following are cases chosen at random from 
union records and documents now in my pos- 
session: 

1. Thomas McGown, newly elected agent of 
the Port of Boston, in a letter to another union 
functionary: “In the meantime, we shall see 
that Brother Stewart meets with an accident 
before then.” 

2. Frederick C. Phillips, chairman of a mem- 
bership meeting, reporting on a factional brawl 
in the union: “Well, one of the members of the 
committee, a two-time fink, went after me and 
the battle was on. I made out pretty good. I 
got a couple of bumps, and I got hit with a 
chair and the matter was stopped.” 

3. Joseph Curran, president of the union, re- 
porting on the “dumping” of NMU members 
aboard the S.S. Erica Reed, at which he was 
present: “There were four well-dressed men, one 
tall and blonde, that came aboard the ship; 
and there was a fireman in the bunk above 
Seotty. They worked on Scotty with lead pipes. 
Who the people were who dumped them, I don’t 
know. . . . That’s how I got there and that’s 
the story. Well, if it was Communists, we should 
get after them, by all means.” 

4. Nor are “dumpings” the only form of vio- 
lence known to the Maritime Union. These men, 
like Stalin, whom they serve, ruthlessly crush 
all opposition. Last year, on September 17, a 
mysterious murder occurred along the New 
Orleans waterfront. The victim was Phillip 
Carey, Communist member of the NMU Gulf 
District Executive Board. Shortly before the 
killing of Carey, the entire board had been arbi- 
trarily removed from office because of its re- 
fusal to carry out Communist instructions. 
Seamen along the New Orleans waterfront say 
that Carey was murdered because he was get- 
ting ready “to spill the beans.” 

Up and down the Atlantic seabord, 
along the Gulf ports, and up on the Great Lakes 
waterfronts, NMU beginning to 
realize that their union is part of the Com- 
munist apparatus operating in this country on 
behalf of the signators of the Hitler-Stalin pact. 
The overwhelming majority are loyal Americans 
who know that their outfit is headed for dis- 
grace and disaster if this country should have 
to defend itself against an attack by the Berlin- 
Moscow-Rome Axis. 

They are powerless to act 
moment, they are without adequate leadership. 
Here is a superb opportunity for the American 
Federation of Labor to step in and perform a 
patriotic duty by tearing the control of the 
American waterfront from the hands of men 
who pledge allegiance to a foreign dictator. It 
is a job that simply clamors to be done. And 
the boys in Washington had better get busy 
before it’s too late. 
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Mr. Harrison, who has by no means exhausted 
the documents in his dossier on the National 
Maritime Union, will return to this question 
from time to time, as circumstances warrant, 
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BLOOD-GUILTY GAMBLERS 


THE opposition in the House of Representatives to the 

conscription bill, which threatens to delay action for at 
least a month, is—with possible exception of a few sincere 
but dull-witted individualsk—something beneath contempt. 
Republicans who would vote for the bill with both hands 
if a Republican were in the White House or even if the 
election were over; Democrats who, either because of their 
hatred of the New Deal or for yet more unworthy motives, 
wish to embarrass the administration; men who know that 
they are going to vote for the measure, but must make 
speeches for buncome or wait till public opinion in their 
respective districts has sufficiently ripened; and not im- 
possibly some who would be sorry to see Hitler defeated 
in Europe, because they would like to see something very 
like Hitlerism established here, and who talk themselves 
into the belief that this country is in no danger of armed 
attack, though in their hearts they know that it is—all 
these are willing to gamble with the lives of hundreds of 
thousands of American young men by putting off what must 
be done before invasion begins if we are to meet the attack 
with soldiers who know the elements of military action. 

After the experiences of Europe within the last eleven 
months—nay, after the experience of this country in 186] 
and ‘62, which every highschool boy must know— it is worse 
than foolish, it is wilfully wicked, for anyone to say that, 
if, when, and as invasion comes, we can safely rely on a 
hastily formed army of untrained volunteers. We can rely 
on their courage, yes. But courage is not enough. If they 
have not been taught how to use the equipment of modern 
warfare, they will no doubt die like heroes—but they will 
die. Lip-patriots will get a thrill out of making speeches 
in their honor—and some among those will be the very 
men who are now preparing their fate. 





DAILY WORKER DONS NEW MASK 
THE DAILY WORKER, chief Communazi organ in the 


United States, has been ‘‘sold.’’ Announcement was made 
this week that it is no longer the official organ of the Com- 
munist Party but the property of the “Freedom of the Press 
Company," owned by three nice ladies. The new ‘‘owners’’ 
announced they would entrust its management to an execu- 
tive board, headed by Louis F. Budenz, one of the Daily 
Worker's chief hatchet men, and two others, including 
Ben Davis, Jr., Moscow's editorial commissar in the Daily 
Worker office. 

The transaction pleases both Earl Browder, general sec- 
retary, and William Z. Foster, national chairman of the 
Communist Party. They announced that the party's national 
committee “heartily approved of the transaction,” and that 
while the Communist daily rag will no longer be the official 
organ of the party, it would continue to receive ‘the whole- 
hearted, continued and ever extending support" of the party. 

Of course, the Daily Worker's new mask will not fool 
anybody. It will only serve as an additional demonstration 
of the contempt in which the Communists hold the intelli- 
gence of the public. The Communazi Fifth Columnists 
actually believe that the public will be fooled by the trans- 
action. The public remembers only too well that under the 
law the Daily Worker was recently compelled to register 
with the State Department as an agent of foreign interests, 
and that is how the public will continue to regard it. The 
cheap attempt at an allegedly clever disguise of this fact 
through the “‘sale’’ of the paper to stooges will hardly make 
an impression. 

To all organized workers and to all people of intelligence 
the Daily Worker remains what it has always been: the 
enemy of the United States, the agent of Stalin and Hitler, 
the deadly foe of everything that spells democracy, liberty 
and true progress. 





WELL DONE, CORDELL HULL 


HE value of the agreements worked out and adopted by 

the Pan-American Conference will of course depend upon 
the fidelity of all the twenty-one nations, including our own, 
to the spirit and letter of what they have subscribed. The 
formal reservations made by some of them need not cause 
misgivings. It would be far worse if there were reservations 
not openly stated. 

The Act of Havana deserves to stand beside the Statute 
of Westminster as another example of a new attitude in 
international relations, of a new and democratic trend 
which, if continued, will harmonize national with world-wide 
interests. The one went far toward transforming the British 
Empire into a voluntary—and because voluntary a closer 
and firmer union of independent states. The other trans- 
forms our Monroe Doctrine from a mere declaration of the 
intent of the largest American nation with regard to the 
others into an expression of their common will. In the past, 
the Monroe Doctrine has been sometimes a guaranty and 
sometimes a menace to our neighbors farther south. From 
now on, we have reason to hope, while the security of this 
hemisphere will be strengthened, the threat of Gringo im- 
perialism will wane. 

The Economic Accord has its dangers, which must be 
faced in order that they may be averted. But what great 
act, of individual or of nation, does not involve dangers? 
The promise is proportionate to the risk. 

Even a month ago the record made by Cordell Hull 
had placed him near the top in the list of able and distin- 
guished men who have headed the Department of State 
since the United States became a nation. His work at 
Havana carries onward a consistent, bold, and yet never 
brutally aggressive policy—a policy that aims at peace with- 
out shirking the possibility of war, that respects the rights 
of other peoples without sacrificing our own, and _ that 
succeeds through intelligent frankness, not by craft or 
domineering power. His work is not only the work of a 
statesman, but also that of a gentleman—a type of brave 
and gentle man that is traditional among the Southern 
mountain stock of which he comes. 








THE MIGRANT WORKERS 


R'! LPRESENTATIVE Tolan of California has an important 

job on his hands as chairman of a House committee 
appointed to investigate the problem of migrant workers 
in the United States. Mr. Tolan is quoted as saying that 
the committee “‘is starting out with no preconceived ideas 
of what should be done to cope with the migrant problem, 
except for the basic belief that it is much too vast a matter 
for individual communities or states to deal with and must 
be attacked nationally." That is the right attitude. 

It is estimated that there are at least four million of these 
unfortunate nomads—including the children whom they 
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drag around with them from one miserable temporary job 
to another—and their number appears to be growing. Wit 
few exceptions, they are victims either of the agricultural 
depression which has become a chronic evil in many parts 
of the country or of the technological development of in- 
dustry which has enabled this country to produce as large 
a volume of goods in 1939 as it did at the peak in 1929, 
while giving employment to not more than nine-tenths or 
perhaps not even four-fifths as many workers. Whenever 
any influential group of employes in this or that region need 
“hands,” the migrants are tempted thither in numbers far in 
excess of the number of jobs available, so that as many as 
are required will work for starvation wages. Then when the 
seasonal or emergency work is done—usually within a few 
weeks—they are driven out as if they were lepers or dan- 
gerous beasts. 

Seldom, perhaps, does any one migrant family suffer 
within a single season all the disasters that befall the group 
depicted in Steinbeck’s “Grapes of Wrath."’ In that sense 
the book and the film may be exaggerated—but in that 
sense only. In effect, the picture is a true one. It is a 
picture of helpless misery, of misery which may easily be- 
come explosively desperate, of misery which is bound to be 
in no very long run degrading to its victims and which in 
more ways than one does harm to millions of others. 

Inevitably, even in times of prosperity, the demand for 
labor-power in most branches of agriculture, and also in a 
number of industries, fluctuates very greatly from one part 
of the year to another. A considerable body of mobile 
workers is necessary to the functioning of the productive 
system. It should be no impossible task for the government 
so to organize the flow of labor as to protect the workers 
concerned without regimentation or coercion. Perhaps the 
greatest obstacle will be the indifference of many lawmakers 
to the interests of persons who have no homes and therefore 
no votes. 





SMALL AS THEY MAKE ’EM 


HE National Small Business Men's 

brought its existence to the notice of the general public 
by an action which will not win it the respect of good old- 
fashioned Americans, who are proud of the hospitality 
which, for more than a century, this republic extended 
victims of racial, religious, or political persecution fleeing 
to our shores from Ireland, Germany, Italy, Russia, Hungary, 
Poland, and other countries. The association alleges that in 
the course of seven and a half years Secretary of Labor 
Perkins, exercising a discretion vested in her by law, has 
“granted exemption to more than 700 aliens guilty of 
deportable offenses.’ The “‘felony’’ of which it says “‘prac- 
tically all’’ of these are guilty is failure to comply with some 
provision of the immigration law, and it proceeds to speak 
of them as “‘criminal and to intimate that their 
presence here is a grave danger to the nation. 

The authors of this outcry well know that “‘practically 
all’’ of these 700 are men and women who have fled from 
persecution by Hitler, Franco, Mussolini, or Stalin—perse- 
cution based upon their being either Jews or trade unionists 
or political opponents of the three bloody dictatorships. 
They know that to deport them would be to doom them to 
death before the firing squad or a fate in the concentration 
camp often worse than quick death. What matters that, 
when the association sees a chance to strike a partizan blow 
against a member of the Roosevelt cabinet and especially 
against the Department of Labor! 

Some of our best friends have been business men. As 
a class, they are as good as any other element of the popula- 
tion. But from the professional small business man, who is 
out to show how very small a business man can be when he 
tries, may Heaven defend us. Such persons are a disgrace 
to the class for which they pretend to speak. 
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